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TO THE 
GENTLEMEN 
THE 


UNIVERSITTOof OXFoRD. 


GENTLEMEN, PP 


| EE Lately printed, in your Preſs, 
Hi three Sermons on Reper- 
dance; and had, then, the fol- 

— lowing Supplement ready to 
Print after them. How this Part (thro 
a Variety of Diſcouragements chiefly 
from your Vice-Chancellor) came to 
be defer d, and myſelf obligd to 
withdraw, and reſolve upon Publiſh- 
ing, the ſame, elſewhere, is no Secret 
to many of you. The Hardſhips by 
this Means done me; with the Reaſon 
and End of doing them, had, at the 


ſame 


! 
D 
. 
Ce 


— — — — 
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* DEDICATION. 


ſame Time, a Tendency fo prejudicial 

to the Cauſe of Learning and Religi- 
on, that I thought myſelf concern'd to 

draw up an Account of the whole Af- 
fair, by way of Caſe, to be publiſh'd 

with this Supplement: But, not knowing 

how far the World might, in a Com- 
plaint of this kind, be induced to di- 
ſtinguiſh, with me, betwixt one or two 
| <- Perlonsonlyconcern'dherein, from your 
= whole Body ; and having no Mind to 
carry the leaſt Appearance of a Miſun- 
derſtanding with you (for many of 

whom I have a great Reſpect) I reſolv'd 

at length to po/Zpone, and, if no new 

Occaſion of Complaint be given me, 

| wholly to drop, that Deſign. One 

Thing only I deſire, and hope I may 

5 expect from your Candor, vs. that 
| you neither be prejudic'd againſt Me, 
on a Suppoſition merely of my having 
Read, or Recommended, the Writings 
of * Author, nor Cenſure or 
Condemn, either Me, or ſuch Author 


unread. 
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THE TRUE 
Doctrine of Repentance 
VINDICATE p, 


From certain falſe Gloſſes on the Patable of 
the Prodigal Son, Sc. 


H E Diſcourſes, in this Title referr'd 
to, were Compos'd, and, in Sub- 
@W ſtance deliver'd, on Occaſion of a 
bby Pampblet alittle before Publiſh'd 
FOO in which the Author. had under- 
taken to ſhew the Sufficiency of Simple Repen- 
tance to reconcile Sinners to God, without 
Faith in the Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, And, I 
truſt, the chief Arguments offer'd in that 
Pamphlet, are in thoſe Diſcourſes refuted, to the 
Satis faction ofthe judicious and ſincere Chriſtian 
Reader. Nevertheleſs, becauſe there are in 
the ſaid Pamphlet ſome Comments deviſed to 
ſupport this ſtrange Hypotheſis of Simple Re- 
B pentance, 


[ 2) 


pentance, and ſeveral opprobrious A/ſertions and 
In{muations thrown in, which cou'd not be ſo 
commodiouſly animad verted on in the Diſcourſes; 
therefore, that nothing may ſeem to have been 
neglected, which might have deſery'd Notice; 
J have judg'd it proper, here to conſider thoſe 
Comments, in a few Notes or Obſervations 
added by way of Supplement to the ſaid Diſ- 
courſes. And, | 

I/. I obſerve, that the ſaid Author, intend- 
ing to carry his Reader into his Doctrine of 
Simple Repentance, takes his Riſe from a jejune 
and diſtorted Commentary of his own, on the 
Parable of the Prodigal Son: In which he 
ſuppoſes our Lord's Deſign was to repreſent, or 
exemplify, the Caſe, indifferently, of any 
Sinner, in what Inſtance ſoever, returning to 
his Duty, and being received to Pardon and 
Forgrueneſs by God, the Common Father of all 
his Creatures, merely for his Simple Repen- 


ance, as aforeſaid. But, 


This Parable was not deſign'd by our Lord 
to repreſent or exemplify the Caſe, Indifferent- 
ly, 77 any Simmer, as aforeſaid, returning to his 
Duty : Much leſs was it to ſignify, that each 
Smner ſball be received to the Divine Pardon 
and Forgrveneſs, on his own Simple Repentance, 
by undoing (as this Author expreſſes it) _ 
as in him lies, what he has done Wrong. But, 
contrariwiſe, by the two Sons here treated 
of, the two ſeveral People of the Fews and 
Gentiles are underſtood; the Jews being re- 

preſented 


on, ah on barns bh 


eq] 


preſented by the Elder, who had all along 


liv'd in his Father's Houſe, and had, in Com- 
pariſon, ordinarily done his Will; and, 7he 
Gentiles, by the Tounger, —the Prodigal; who 
had gone into a far Country, and had ſpent his 
Subſtance with Harlots, in riotous Living; 
that is, who had Apoſtatiæ d from the true God, 
and given himſelf up to commit Spiritual 
WWhoredom with Idols; in which abominable 
Courſe, finding, after all, no Satisfaction to his 
Soul, he deſired to return to his Father, — to 


the Faith and Worſhip of the true God; and 


was, accordingly, accepted of him in the Man- 
ner as is ſymbolically deſcrib'd in the Parable. 
Now, what is all this to the Buſineſs of ad- 
mitting all ſorts of Sinners, indifferently, to 
7 and Mercy on their Simple Repentance ? 
ut, 5 
Had this Parable been intended to Exem- 


plify the Caſe, mdifferently, of any Repenting 


Sinner ; And, had there even been in it, as 
the Pamphleteer ſuppoſes, no Expreſſions 
plainly including the Doctrine of Faith in 
the Redemption by Chriſt Jeſus; yet 
cou'd not any thing have been concluded to 
the ſubverting of that Doctrine from the ſilence 
merely of this Paſſage as to that Point. Becauſe, 
This Parable, by itſelf, is to be conſider'd 
but as oe ſhort Portion of Holy Scripture, and 
to have been deliver'd, as moſt of our Lord's 
other Parables were, Occaſonally, to illuſtrate 
ſome one particular Caſe, or ſome one, or more 
5 Branches 
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Branches of Duty; and is not, therefore, to be 
ſuppos d to have taken in all the Circumſtances 
of the Caſe, or all the Branches of the Duty; 
but, to have leſt the Caſe or Duty to be, in 
ſome reſpects, ſupplied or explain d out of 
other Paſſages of Holy Scripture, where the 
ſame Caſe or Duty is treated of more fully, and 
with addition of other Branches or Circum- 


ſtances. Thus, 


For the Purpoſe, in the preſent Inſtance ; 

Suppoſing the Duty of Repentance to be 
indefinitely treated of in this Parable, yet, if 
the ſaid Duty be in the Holy Scriptures al- 
together deſcrib'd as a complex and mixt Virtue, 
and not available but with Faith in the Ne- 
demption by Feſus Chriſt; then tho Faith be 
not expreſly mention'd in the Parable, it muſt 
however be ſuppos'd and underſtood: As, on 
the other Hand, Faith itſelf (tho' it be often 
mentioned alone, as ſufficient to bring Men to 
Salvation, yet) ſince in other Places (to obviate 
all Miſtakes on this Head) Faith is expreſly 
taught not to be acceptable, when deſtitute 
of Repentance and Works; therefore alſo muſt 
Repentance and Works be underſtood with it, 
in thoſe other Places where they are not 
mention'd, as aforeſaid, However, 

Whether the Converſion of the Gentiles, or 
the Converſion, indifferently, of ny Sinner, of 
whatſoever Age or Nation, be underſtood in 
the Parable; the ſaid Parable (beſides that 
it can no way be made to ſpeak. for the ſtrange 

| Doctrine 
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30 
Doctrine of Simple Repentance) was for two 
other Reaſons very ill choſen by this Author, 


to comment upon; when he had a Mind to in- 


troduce his Doctrine of Simple Repentance. 
Firſt, becauſe it 7s a Parable; that is, it is 
a Diſcourſe wholly dictated in that kind of 
Stile which the Author and his Patrons or 
Aſſociates call Figurative and Improper ; to 
which he and they have conceiv'd lich an A- 
verſion, that himſelf, in his Work on Repen- 
tance, has enter d his Exception and Proteſt a- 
gainſt more than one half of the Holy Scrip- 
tures of the New Teſtament, on this Suppoſition 
merely, that they are penn d in ſuch Figurative 
and Improper Stile; and, that nothing is, there- 
fore, to be directly argued and proy'd from 
ſuch Scriptures. How inconſiſtent is he with 
himſelf in this, to ſet aſide all Figurative Scrip- 
ture-Paſſages, and yet to deduce all the Argu- 
ments in his oσπn Book, at the ſame time, from 
a Parable ® That is, from a Paſſage wholly 
made up of, what himſelf calls Figures? But, 
24ly. The ſaid Paſſage is by him ill choſen, 
not only becauſe it is a Parable, as aforeſaid ; 
but alſo, becauſe it is a Parable compos d, for 
the moſt Part, of Expreſſions, which are ſo far 
from favouring his Doctrine of Simple Repen- 
tance, that they are as oppoſite as is poſſible 
to it. Among this ſort of Expreſſions I may 
reckon, thoſe of the mighty Famine ariſing 
in that Land, whither the Prodigal went to 
Sojourn; of = the Prodigal's being there in 
; _ #want; 


( 6] 1 
Want ; of — his deſiring to be fed with the Husks 
which the Swine did Eat, and no Man gave 
unto him; of—his Father's [ezing, and having 
compaſſion on him, while he was yet a great 
way ; and, of his Father's running to meet 
aud receive him, of his Father's commanding 
his Servants to bring forth the beſt Robe, and 


put it on him; to put a Ring on his Hand, and 


Shoes on his Feet; and to bring the fatted 


Calf and kill it. By all which is underſtood, 


Iſt, on the Part of the Apoſtate and Prodigal 


Son, that Defettion from the true God and 


our Saviour, which cauſes a Spiritual Famine, 
and brings Leanneſs withal into the Soul; which 
creates a Jae Appetite to be fed with the 
Husks which the impure Swine do Eat ; that 
is, with the coarſe and polluted Imaginations 
neceſſarily growing of a corrupt Religion or 
none, and giving no Satisfaction to the Cravings 
of the Spiritual Mind or Appetite; whence 
Faintings of Conſcience, and (if the Caſe be not 
deſperate) Compunction, and a Longing to return 
to the Faith and Iorſhip of the true God and 
our Saviour. 24dly. On the Part of the Father 
(is underſtood ] that preventing and 4ſiſting 
race; that Clothing of us with the Robes of 
our Saviour's Righteouſneſs ; that Shoeing of 
our Feet with the Preparation of his Goſpel of 
Peace; and that providing for us he Propitia- 
tory and Euchariſtic Sacrifice of Chriſt, which 
the Holy Scriptures do every where teach to 
be ſo neceſſary to us, that, without theſe, and, 
| indeed, 


tr] 


indeed, otherwiſe than by theſe, no Man can 
have acceſs unto the Father. There is not a 
Sentence in the Parable, which, when rightly 
explain'd and applied, is for his Doctrine of 
Simple Repentance, nay, which is not ſtrongly 
againſt it. 
Obſerv. 2. The Pamphleteer imagines,“ that 
« the Doctrine of Salvation by Faith in the Re- 
« demption by Chriſt, as the ſame. hath been in 
« all Ages holden by the Church, is not found- 
ed on the Sayings and Declarations of Chriſt 
* Himſelſ, nor is contain'd in thoſe Writings which 
Ao grve the Hiſtory of his Life and Miracles; 
but is rather founded ont he Sayings and occa- 
ſional Writings of his Apoſtles; who (he ſays) 
do ſometimes uſe ſuch ſtrong and lofty Expreſ- 
« ſians, as when taken rich and literally, do 
< expreſs much more than thoſe Apoſtles them- 
« ſelves ever did intend: And, therefore, this 
Free-Thinking Gentleman has thought fit to 
determine, that © the collecting together any 
number of ſuch lofty, fgurati ve and borrow'd 
« Expreſſions, as He ſcaiter d up and down 
the New Teſtament, are not to be brought in 
Argument on this Head.” That is, he wou'd 
have us reject and lay aſide the other Scriptures, 
and confine ourſel ves to the Sayings and Decla- 
rations of Chriſt himſelf, contained in the four 
Evangaliſts; or, rather, to ſome few ſuch 
Sayings contain'd in the three former. For (for 
the ſame Reaſon that he throws out of his true 
Goſpel of Chriſt, the Writings of the other 
Apoſtles) 


w- 


Apoſtles) he muſt alſo diſmiſs near the whole 
Goſpel by St. John, and alſo the far greater 
Part of the other Evangaliſts; and, among the 
reſt (as was obſery'd above) the Parable on 
which himſelf has built his Doctrine of Simple 
Repentance ; the ſame being wholly made up 
of thoſe very lofty, figurative, and borrow'd 
Expreſſions, which cannot allow to be 
brought in Argument on this Head. Into this 
narrow Compaſs has he at length contracted 
his true 64550 of Jeſus Chriſt ! But, 

I hope, Believers will not be ſo eaſily per- 
ſuaded to put out their own Eyes, to commit 
themſelves to the Direction of theſe wild 
Guides; nor quit, or give up, this or that 
Portion of Scripture, to the petulant Demands 
of each confident Infidel, that ſnall want to 

pare off ſomething from the Word of God, 
diſagreeing with Hie particular evil Scheme. 
For, all the Holy Scriptures are of one and the 
ſame Divine Original, and Authority: And, 
all the Books of the New Teſtament taken to- 
ether, are, in Propriety, the true Goſpel of 
22 Chriſt. St. Paul calls his Preachings 
and Writings, ſeveral times, by the name of 
the Goſpel,--and, (as he was made the Pen- 
Man and Promulger of it) by the name of—/zs 
Goſpel--the Subject of which | Goſpel] he tells 
us, in brief, was — /e good Meſſage of Fuſtifi- 
cation & Faith, and of the Gift of the Spirit 
thre Faith; or, in other Words, of Grace and 
Peace from God the Father, and from - 
ra 


L 9.) 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf, for our 
Sins, that he might deliver us from this pre- 
ſent evil World : Anathematizing, at the 
ſame Time, all ſuch as ſhou'd Preach a- 
ny other Goſpel than that which he had 
Preached ; but more particularly, all ſuch 
as ſhou'd Preach the pretended Goſpel of 
TFuſtification by Works : As he that runs 
may Read in his Epiſtle to the Galatians, 


and in ſeveral other Places. Whether this 


Gentleman's Readers will be determin'd, 
what to admit for Goſpel, by St. Paul's 


Account, or his, muſt be leſt to them to con- 
ſider. And here, 


To ſay a Word of the Figurative Expreſſt- 
ons which he talks ſo much of, we ought to 
be eſpecially careful to retain and ſtudy the 
Language and Meaning of them; leſt we be 
carried to Cenſure, or Neglect them, like our 
forward Author, without knowing any thing 
about them. For, indeed, theſe Expreſſions 
do, above any others, Demand our Attention; 


the ſame being given in a peculiar Manner to 


aſſiſt our Underſtandings, even by conveying 
to our Minds, from Emblematical and Sacra- 
mental Things and Actions obvious to our 
Senſes, Ideas of thoſe divine and ſpiritual 
Things which are not Objects of Senſe ; and 
which, by plain and literary Narrations or- 
Deſcriptions, we cou'd not conceiye: So that, 
to diveſt ourſelves of theſe, wou'd be to de- 
prive ourſelyes of the 14 and Benefit of what 

| 1s 
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is moſt excellent and admirable in all Science 
human and divine; and, in Effect, to throw 
away our Arms to expoſe ourſelves naked to 
our Ad verſaries. I ſay, for the Reaſons above 
given, as allo for this, that (if theſe Expreſſi- 
ons are rightly underſtood and taught) all the 
frivolous Objections of ſcorning Oppoſers will 
be no longer heard; we ought to inſiſt on them 
the more. However, | 

As our Saviour, convincing the Sadduces, 
(who only receiv'd the Pentateuch for Scrip- 
ture) anſwer'd ad Hommes, to their cavilling 
Queſtion, out of the Pentatench; ſo, (though 
by the Way, it never was our Lord's Deſign 
to give a full and perfect Account of the Rea- 
ſon and End of his Sufferings, before he ſuf- 


fer d, yet) have we ftore of Evidence to ſtop 


the Mouths of theſe Modern Sadduces (who 
do pretend to receive only the Goſþe/s, or ſome 
ſcatter d Parts of them, for Scripture) from 
{ufficiently- clear Declarations of this Matter, 
occaſionally given, in the Goſpels, and from the 
very Words of our Saviour himſelf (which is 
the Thing they ſeem much to inſiſt upon) in a 
great Number of Places. But, one, cited in 


the Diſcourſes, may ſuffice, viz. The Son of 


Alan came not to be miniſter d unto, but to 
Alniſter, aud to give his Life à RANSOM 
for many. Now, theſe are the very Words of 
our Lord himſelf, recorded by two Evangeliſts. 
Mat. xx. 28. and Mark x. 45. And, let the 
whole Fraternity of Scripture-Perverters try 

| if 


＋ 8 
. 4 
if they can, by any Chymiſtry of theirs, tranſ= 
mute this Reaſon of our Saviour's yielding him- 
{elf to Death, given in the Expreſſion before 
us by himſelf, viz. to be 4 Ranſom; into their 
forged Reaſon, of his Dying in Defence of their 
S /irange Doctrine of ſimple Repentance ; And, 
then, I will Conſent that they ſhall be allow'd 
to have talkd | as they think] licentiouſly, to 
tome Purpoſe; but, till then, not a Word 
„ they ſhall /ay or write, on this Argument, 
will, by my Suffrage, merit to be Heard, or 
S read, 
2 Obſerv. 3. As to what he ſays of the Apoſ- 
A tle's Diſcourſe concerning Melchiſedeh, Heb. 
| vii. 3. It is to be oblerv'd, that it was the 
5 Apoſtle's Intention in that Diſcourſe to expreſs, 
3 2 that Melchiſedek ſtrictly and properly was eter- 
20 nal: For, that Exhibition of Melchiſedek, 


3 I made to the Patriarch Abraham and referr'd to 
22 by the Apoſtle, was, indeed no other than an 
5 Exhibition of that Perſon of the Ever-Bleſſed 
he Trinity, who was to take Manhood to redeem 
23 Man, as on Occaſion may at large be proy'd. 
os Obſerv. 4. The Pamphleteer has a deal of 
in 


| {eli-contraditory Nonſenſe, about the propitia- 
of tory Sacrifices of the Law being but Sens of 
God's propitiouſneſs to penitent Sinners, and 10 
M more; as allo, about the propitiatory Sacrifice 
of of Chriſt having been only made in Defence of 
the Doctrine of ſimple Repentance, and, in no 
Propriety, for Propitiation : That is, theſe Sa- 
try eriſiees were Propitiatory, only they were not 

if a 2 Propitiatory; 


[12 
Propitiatory; or their Propitiatorineſs was for 
quite another Uſe than for Propitiation: And, 
Sacrifices themſelves were none of them, 77 
any proper Senſe, Sacrifices ; but, Signs only 
of fomewhat elſe not ſacrifical; there having 
never been any thing properly ſacrifical in the 
World. But, 

When he talk'd at this Rate, he either knew 
not what the Terms, Sacrifice, and Propitia- 
tion, meant; or hoped none of his Readers 
wou'd know; and, ſo, he might impoſe upon 
them what ridiculous Comments he thought fit. 
But, fo long as the Terms, Sacrifice, Propi- 
tation, Attonement, &c, do ſtand in our Bibles; 
or, indeed, in any of the Heathen Books; all | 
Perſons of common Senſe muſt know, that | 
his Simple Repentance,—Repentance without 
any Attonement or Propitiation, never cou'd 
or can ſtand. All Monuments of Religion, 
Ethnic, Fewiſh, or Chriſtian, are Evidence of 
the contrary to what he has endeavour'd on 
this Argument to advance. | 

Obſerv. 5. He ſtrives to ſqueeze out of the i 
Words of St. Paul, a quaint Concluſion againſt | 
St. Paul. For thus, having explain'd upon 
the Text, Heb. x. 4. | it is not poſſible that the 
Blood of Bulls and of Goats ſhou'd take a- 
way Sins] that © as it is not poſſible the 
„ ſhedding. of the Blood of theſe Animals 
* ſhou'd render a Simmer leſs a Sinner than he 
« was before; or, that the ſame ſhou'd render 
* the Deity more propitious than he wou'd 6 

therwiſt 


; for 
nd, 
in 
only 
ving 
the 


new 


itia- 
ders 
pon 
. 
ropi- 
bles; 
„ all | 
that 
hout | 
cou'd 
gion, 
— of 
d on 


the 
gainſt 
upon 
it the 
ke a- 
e the 
imals 
1an he 
-ender 
ou'd 0 
erwiſi 


E 23 ] : 
« therwiſe be; ſo is it an Impoſſibility in Na- 
* ture Hh the Blood of theſe. to take 
« away Sins,” I ſay, having explain'd upon 
the above- cited Text thus, he thereupon aſ- 
ſumes, that © if this be the Caſe with reſpect 
& of the Blood of theſe Auimals, it muſt e- 
« gually be the ſame, with reſpect of ſhedding 
« of the Blood of Chriſt, or of any other Blood 
« whatſoever ; it being as much an Impoſſtb1li- 
« ty in Nature, for the ſhedding of the Blood 
« of Chriſt to render a Sinner leſs a Sinner, or 
« leſs the Object of God's Diſpleaſure than he 
« was before; or, that it ſhou'd render God 
« more propitious than he wou d otherwiſe be; 
« as it is, that the ſhedding of the Blood of 
&« thoſe Animals ſhou'd do it; and therefore is 
« it equally impoſſible that the Blood of Chriſt 
« ſhou'd, in a ſtrict and proper Senſe, take a- 
« way Sins.” Was ever ſuch deteſtable J/reſ- 
ting and Inſinuating Does not every Child, 
that can Read, know that the Apoſtle, from 
the Inſufficiency of the Legal Sacrifices in them- 
ſelxes to attoue for Sins, argues the Nec y of 
the one all-ſufficient Sacrifice of Chriſt, proper- 
ly and effeQtually to Attone for them? But, 
perhaps, this Writer Thought, from his own 
ſimple Suppoſition of the Impoſſibility in Nature 
(as he calls it) of any Sinners being rendred leſs 


4 Sinner, or leſs the Object of God's Diſplea- 


fare than he was before, Kc. to faſten a falſe 
Concluſion even on the Apoſtle himſelf. If fo, 
and he continues hardned, ſo as not to Repent 

| - 
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in another manner than his own Pamphlet ſets 
forth; I doubt, he muſt expect one Day to have 


another kind of Reckoning to make, than 


what I am here to call him to, for that. Mean 
while, | 

To what Purpoſe is talking of his Impoſſibi- 
lities in Nature, when the Diſcourſe is con- 


_ cerning Acts ſurpaſſing all the Powers of Na- 


ture 9 And perform'd by him who was, and 16, 
the Lord of Nature? To reſtore what had 
been decay'd, and loſt, in Nature? Then, as 
for Sacrifices, the Typical ones of the Law, and 
the Real one of Chriſt ; to which (in giving 
the Rationale in general, of the Sacriſices) we 
muſt add the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper; 
the firſt of 7heſe, the Typical Sacrifices were 
Memorials, tor Believers, then, of the Engage- 
ment of their Surety to pay their Debt, and 
Cancel the Securities, given on their Part. By 
the ſecond, - the real Sacrifice of Chriſt, the 
laid Debt was actually diſcharg d, and the &e- 


curities, to all that do Believe, Cancel d. And, 


in the laſt, — the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, ſince given, we have other Memorials, 
not only of the actual Payment of the Debt 


and Cancelling of the Securities, as aforeſaid ; 


but alſo, of an Inheritance incorruptible and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 
ſerved in Heaven for us. 1. Pet. i. 4. And, 
by each of theſe Acts (whatſoever the Author 
may talk) Men have been, and are made leſs 
Sumer than they were before, As, J ſuppoſe, 

| the 
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the Author himſelf (if he had contracted a 
Debt which he cou'd not diſcharge, but had a 
Brother, or Friend, able and willing to be- 
come his Surety, and to engage at a Day ſet, 
to diſchargè his ſaid Debt for him) wou'd think 
himlelf lets a Debtor, even before actual Pay- 
ment, than if no ſuch Proviſion had been made 
for him : Becauſe there wou'd be good Securi- 
ty for the Payment of his Debt, at the Time 
appointed; and, in the mean while, his Perſon 
wou'd be free from Arreſts and Impriſoments: 
How much more (after the aQtual diſcharge of 
his Debt, and Cancelling of the Securities, as a- 


bove) wou'd he look upon himſelf to be really 


leſs a Debtor than he was before“? But, 

I truſt, T have, in the Diſcourſes, ſuffici- 
ently ſhewn, that his Suppeſitions, of every 
Siuner's being what he is in himſelf ;, and, of 


the Divine Fropitiouſueſs being what it is in it- 
ſelf (upon which the reſt of theſe Chimera's do 


depend) are ſtill but Sußpoſitions, taken up upon 
Truſt, without any ſort of Foundation, but in 
his own Conceit; and, that theſe, therefore, 
are not, in any reſpect, to be admitted for 
Arguments; much leſs for Arguments to con- 
vince even an inipired Apoſtle of Reaſoning - 


2 Nor, indeed, can I imagine the Au- 


thor —_ cou'd ever take theſe Sic - Man s 
Dreams of his for well and waking Thoughts; 
only, having a Mind, in his ſcoffing Way, to be 
Jocoſe, he was willing to try if he cou'd im- 
pole them upon his Readers for ſuch. 


His 
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His other Imaginations, of a piece with the 
former, about Sacrifices and their Effects, 
thoſe of the Law, deſign'd, as he talks, 
« mmperfettly to point out the Divine Propi- 
“ tiouſneſs to his true Penitents, and, by that 
« means, faintly and imperfectly to purge 
&« their Conſciences ; and, that of Chriſt once 
made in Confirmation of that Doctrine of 
« Repentance ; and, fo, deſign'd and fitted to 
« be @ prevailing Argument with many Sin- 
« mers to Repent; by which means the ſaid 
« Sacrifice of Chriſt is alſo ſaid, in a Figura- 
« tive Senſe, to render the Deity propitious to 
« Sinners, and to take away Sins.” I ſay, 
all theſe Conceits, with his, or any Man's 
thinking, © this, or that, was all that the ſaid 
« Sacrifice of Chriſt cou'd POSSIBLY do,” 
are ſtill but Thinking: And, as this Thinking a- 
gainſt Revelation, proves nothing, but that . 
himſelf can think any Thing, without, or 
againſt, both Reaſon and Evidence; ſo, can it 
not be worth any more Thinking or Reaſon- 
ing about. Only, 

For the ſake of his Readers and my own, I 
will endeavour briefly to State and Anſwer 
this Queſtion, ig. How they under the Law, 
had, and how we under the Goſpel, have not, 
Conſcience of Sins : Or, how the Sacrifices of 
the Law cou d not Purge thoſe who worſhip'd 
God by it, ſo as that they ſhou'd have no more 
Conſcience of Sins : But, how the Sacrifice of 

Chriſt 


Chriſt hath purged the Conſciences of Believers 
under the Goſpel, from Sins. Now, 

That Species of Knowledge, Perception, 
Opinion, or Perſuaſion, which we call Con- 
ſcience, is not barely to have Knowledge, Per- 
ception, &c. as is commonly ſuppos'd, within 
a Man's ſelf: By no means, but, it is to have 
ſuch Knowledge, Perception, &c. by ſome 
Reaſon, Law, or Rule, from wh hour, reflected 
inward by Cogitation on the Mind; ſo that, 
it properly is, what it's compound Name de- 
notes, viz, Co- Science or Co-Perception; that 
is, joint or comparative Knowledge or Percep-T 
lion. Moreover, ſuch Reaſon, Law, or Rule, 
may be by means of ſome ſen/eble Inaices or 
Stgns given for Inſtruments of Monition-to al- 
ſilt or direct the Mind in forming the ſaid Co- 
Science, or Co-Perception; as by tome Em- 


r 


blematical Figures, or by ſome Religious 


Rites, Types, Sacraments, &c. And, in ei- 
ther of theſe Caſes, the Conſcience ſo form'd 
will be as the ſaid Law, or Rule, is; or, as 
the {aid Indices, or Sgns, are. That is, it will 
accordingly be either right and exact, or the 
contrary. For thus, St. Peter mentions Con- 


ſcience of God, which purifies and ſaves; and 


St. Paul, that of Idols which defiles and de- 


ſtrays. Then, Conſcience of Sins, form'd by 
the refleQting of ſome outward Reaſon, Law, 


or Rule, upon the Mind; or, by means of 
ſome ſenſible Index or Sign, as aforeſaid ; may 
be either general or ſpectral. Iſt. Conſcience of 

Sins 


ee — - 


1 

Sins ſpecial, is each Man's Conſcieuce, of each 
articular Offence or Crime committed, or in- 
curr'd by himſelf ; whether it be to Repeutance 
and Pardon, or to Obduration and Condemua- 
| tion. addy. Conſcience of Sins general, 1s 
Conſcience of original Corruption of Na- 
ture, common Infirmity, Pravity, &c. Now, 
of theſe two Species of Conſcience, that 
of Sins ſpecial, is not taken away without Re- 
pentance and particular Application, by Faith, 
of the Merits of Chriſt, to the Perſon and 
Caſe (in every Inſtance) of the Criminal oj 
offending Party : Whereas, that other Conſcz 
ence of Sins general, that is of original Cor- 
ruption off Nature, Infirmity, Pravity, &c. 
common to all Mankind, is purged and done 
away, by the Merits of Grit, to all that are 
regenerated by his Spirit in Baptiſm. Theſe 
litter therefore, are thoſe dead Works from 
which the Apoſtle tells us, our Conſciences are 
now cleanſed by the Blood of Chriſt, Heb. x. 14. 
And, from which, their Conſciences cou d not bc 
cleanſed, by the Purificatigus of the Law: 
But, on the contrary, as the Indices or Sigus 
of the Law, generally pointed, in the firſt 
Place, at Death due to Mankind for ſuch Cor- 
ruption and Pravity ; ſo, was the Law itſelf, 
Yar from taking away ſuch Conſcience, that it 
even fix'd it the faſter in the Mind, and a- 
waken'd it the more. And, this the Pamphle- 
teer, if he had not been wilfully Blind, wou'd 
caſily have diſcoyered to haye been the 1 
16 e's 


. 

ſtle's Meaning, throughout the Paſſages reſerr'd 
to by himſelf. Feb. ix. 9, and x. 1. Where the 
Apoſtle informs us, in the whole, that—7he 
old Tabernacle was a Figure for the Time then 
preſent, in which were fer d both Gifts aud 
Sacrifices, that cou'd not rake him that did the 
Service perfect, as pertaining to the CONSCE 
ENCE ; which ſtood only in Meats, and 
Drinks, and diverſe Waſhings, and Carnal 
Ordinances, impos'd on them until the Time of 
Reformation But, Chriſt being come an High- 
Prieſt of good things to come, by a greater and 
more perfect Tabernacle, not made with Hands, 
that is to ſay, not of this Building; neither by 
the Blood of Goats and Calves, Fa by his wn 
Blood, he enter d in once into the Holy Place, 
having obtain d eternal Redemption for us. 
For, if the Blood of Bulls and of Goats, and 
the Aſbes of an Heifer ſprinkling the Unclean, 
Saniifyeth to the pore of the Fleſh; how 
much more ſhall the Blgod of Chriſt, who thro 


dhe eternal Spirit, offer'd himſelf without Spot 


to God, purge your Conſciences from dead. 
Works, to ſerve the Living God / Thus again 
For, the Law having a Shadow of good things 
to come, and not the very Image of the things, 
can never with thoſe Sacrifices, which they He 


” MW fcr'd Tear by Tear continually, make the comers 


thereunto perfect. For then, wou'd they not 


have ceaſed to be offer d? Becauſe that the 


or ſhippers, once purged, ſhou'd have had no 
Org CONSCIENCE of Sms : But, inthoſe 
2 0 
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20 
Sacrifices there is a remembrance of Sins. again, 
made cry Tear. : 

The Sum of theſe Paſſages taken togetheris, 
that the Moſaic Law and Tabernacle were 
given to exhibit a Figure and Shadow, by In- 
aices or Signs, for the Time then preſent, of 

Purification and Redemption by Chriſt, who 
was to come: But that the ſame had not in them 
the Truth and Subſtance of that Purification 
and Redemption; that the ſaid Figure and 
Shadow, the ſaid Indices and Signs, ſtood in 
Meats, and Drinks, aud divers iy aſhings, and 
Sacrifices of {lain Beaſts, and other carnal Or- 
aimances ; which, for three Reaſons, cou'd not 
make them that ſerv'd God by them, PER- 

_ FECT as pertaining to CONSCIENCE, 
that is, they cou'd not, for ſo many Reaſons, 
Purge and take away Conſcience of Infirmities 
and Sifis, either General or Special. 1ſt. Becauſe 
they were, or did contain in them, only Indi- 

ces or Sigus of purifying the Body, but cou'd not 
reach the Soul, and therefore cou'd not Purity 
the Man but imperfectly. 2dly. Becauſe the | 
 /laying, arviding, and burning, of the Creatures 
order'd for Sacrifices, were all what the Apoſtle 
terms—dead J/orks; that is, they were Signs 
or Monitions of Death due for Sins, and ſo | 
kept the Conſcience of the Offerers, ſtill bound 
under $crvitude to Sin and Death; while Con- 
ſcience of Righteouſneſs and Life to be reſtordd 
by Chriſt, lay deep under the Cover and Infold- 
ing of many complex Types; and therefore | 
Was 


\ 


S WW 


i; pb” bf _ Soo. Wu PTY VT 


[ 21 ] 


was not to be ſeen but at a diſtance, and thro 
ſome Exhibition of the Gate of Death, which 
was to be paſs'd in the Way to Life. 3dly. 

Becauſe thoſe Services were order'd to be re- 
peated for Remembrance of Sins Tear by Tear; 

ſo that, they were, in Propriety, only ſo many 
Regiſtrations of Sins : ; and, therefore, ſerv'd alſo, 

in this reſpect, only to bind Sin Rill faſter upon 
the Conſcience ; but did nothing truly and eſ- 
fectually to take it away. Only, by them was 
that which the Apoſtle calls—f/e bringing in of: 
a better 8 in Chriſt; who, being ſince 
come an High Prieſt 0 755 T, hinge to come, that 
is, of true and proper Turification and W N 
tion, by a greater and more perfect Tabernacle, 
not made with Hands, not of this Building, 
but by the Tabernacle 'of his own. Body 1 


from the Dead; neither with the Bloo 


Goats and C. alves, but with his own Blood, 1s 
enter d once for all into the true Sanctum Sane- 
torum in Heaven, having obtained eternal Re- 
demption for us : So that, Sati faction for Sins 


being now properly and fully made; and, there- 


fore, needing no more to be repeated: that 
general Conſcience of Sins which had remain'd, 
as aforeſaid, under the Law; and which, by 
all the Services of the Law, was ſtirr” 4 and 
kept more awake in the Mind; is now done a- 
way in Chriſt ; and, by that Means, all they 
who do now come to God thro him, are pro- 
perly Purified and made Perfet?, and conſe- 
quently, no more haye any ſuch Te 1 of 
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Sins. Tn this Senſe, I fay, the Typical Sers 
vices of the Law cou'd not, but the true Sa- 
crifice of Chriſt hath taken away Conſcience 
of Sins. And, no other thing but the right 
pprehenſion, ) Faith, of the Merits of that 
true Sacrifice, can take away fuch Conſcience 
of Sins in any Man. No Man's natural *Pow- 
ers, or Civil and Social Performances, or 
Simple 1 ; nor, any Law, or Rea- 
fon, or Wiſdom, of any Man's finding out; 
nor any Lawgruver, or Prophet, made an 
intruded by himſelf, or ſought and ſet up by 
others, can avail at all to purge that Conſcrence 
of Sins, or to take away that Guz/t to which 
each wretched Mottal, from his firſt Father, is 
Heir alike. There are eternal e and 
Obſtacles laid by Nature (as Nature now is) 
in our Way to God, ſo that we have no poſſi- 
bility of Approach, but by him who hath taken 
upon himſelf our Burden, and plain d our Way 
for us. Moreover, | 
| To add a Word of the Indices or Signs, as a- 
bove mention'd: Thoſe of the Law were Memos 
rials of Chriſt, as he was then ſtill to ſuffer for 
Sins; and, conſequently, of Sins not then 
furg'd and done away : But, not ſo, the In- 
dices or Signs of the Goſpel in the Chriſtian 
Sacraments ; for, here, tho ſome of the Indices 
or Signs, are, it is true, Memorial, of the 
Death of Chriſt ;' yet are they ſo in ſuch man- 
ner as that Chriſt is repreſented and underſtood, 
in the ſame, to have actually ſatisfied for Sins 
. by 
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| by his Death; as, alſo, to be ſince Riſen, and 


to have Aſcended up into his Glory, and, con- 
ſequently, to have now actually purged from 
Sins, the Conſciences of all thoſe who do come 
to God thro him, by a faithful and pious Ap- 
plication of the ſaid (Sacramental) S1gns. 
This is the Apoſtlè“ s Inſtruction on this Ar- 
ument, altogether; Inſtruction truly Divine 
and Comfortable to all that can receive it. And, 
when any Man ſets himſelf to write on this, 
or any other like Subjects; it concerns him, 
well to conſider, whether he be able and Wil- 
ling a to explain them; not to ſtudy how 
to confound himſelf and his Readers with them, 
by cavilling, excepting, and diſtinguiſhing, that 
is, by equivocatiug and denying, he knows not 
what, relating to them. For, whether it be of 


| Nothful Ignorance, or of vain Affectation, or 


of rebellious Wickedneſs; or thro? any other 
like Cauſe of miſerable Deception, and Blind- 
neſs; it is a moſt fearful Thing to handle the 
Word of God 7gnorantly or deceitfully. Tt was 
predicted of the eus, and but too nearly 
touches the Caſe of Multitudes of others, with 
reſpect of the Holy Scriptures, now.—The Vi- 
ſion of all, that is, the whole end and deſign 
of the Divine Revelation to Men, 7s become 
unto you as the Words of a Book that is Sealed, 
which Men deliver to one that is Learned, 
ſaying, read this, J pray thee; and he ſaith, 
1 cannot, for it is Sealed s 4 


And 


MT 
And the Book is deliver d io him that is not 
Learned, ſaying, read this, I pray thee; and 
he ſaith, I am not Learned, Wai. xxix. 11, 12. 
If Men, whoſe Buſineſs it is, or who do make 
it their Buſineſs, to interpret Scripture ; do 
Miſunderſtand, and Miſinterpret it; by what- 
ſoever Means, or with whatſoever View this is 
done, the Crime is, in effect, the ſame: An: 
way it is, declar'd to be for Puniſhment and a 
Curſe unto them. Becauſe they are under no 
Neceſſity of intruding into what they do not un- 
derſtand. On the contrary, it is an Apoſtolical 
Precept — he that is Ignorant, let him be Igno- 
rant: That is, let him behave as one that zs 
Ignorant, and not pretend to know and explain 
what he kyuows not. But to return. : 


Obſ. 6. The Author challenges the Clergy - | 


to enter the Lifts of Diſputation with him, and 
then adviſes them, with the Authority of a 
Conqueror in Triumph, or with the Aſſtrance 
of a Mountebank, crying and commending of 
his Packets, for the Future to preach to their 
Flocks reconciliation with God, not thro' 
Faith in the Redemption by Chriſt Jeſus (as 
they have hitherto taken themſelves to be re- 


quired by the Holy Scriptures.to do) but thro* 


his Noſtrum of Simple Repentance. As for his 
Challenge, I think, that, by his own manner of 
drawing up' his Forces, and by the Order and 
Succeſs of his Attacks, he has only ſhewn the 
World, how Imprudent and Raſh a thing it is, 
for him that girdeth on his Harneſs, to boaſt 


himſelf | 
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. 
himſelf as he that putteth it off. And, for his 


Advice to the Clergy, it is to be hoped, the 
Clergy do not ſtand in need of any Direction 


| or Charge of HIS, in what Manner they ought 


to preach Chriſtianity to their ſeveral Audito- 
ries; and, that ſame of them will repay his 
Civility, and give him alſo a little Advice in 
their Turns. In particular, I think, they may 
very well Counſel him, (when he undertakes 
again to Comment on the Holy Scriptures) to 
conſider, what he is about : And, as he has been 
a Putter of previous Queſtions, they may fur- 
ther adviſe him, to remember, that there 1s one 
Queſtion previous to all that he hath, or can 
put, vg. Whether God hath given a Vyitten 
Revelation of his Will to Mankind? And, if 
he has done ſo, that there may yet be a Queſ- 
tion or two beſides, fill previous as to (this 
Author) himſelf, vis. Whether he can read, 
and underſtaud, the Writings in which that 
Revelation is contain'd ; as allo whether he has 


a Mind ſincerely and truly to repreſent their 


Senſe? For myſelf, L muſt freely declare, that 
he appears to me to have begun his Work at 
the wrong End. He hath taken upon him to 


Write Commentaries on the Holy Scriptures 


without having learn'd to read and underſtand 
them: And, for that little of them which he 
imagines he docs underſtand, in his looſe way 
of reading them, by Scraps and ſeatter'd Paſ- 
lages, from Tran ſlations and Commentaries, he 
appears only to haye ſtudied, by all the little 

E Ways 
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Ways and Means in his Power, to mifrepreſent | 
and pervert them : So, on both the Accounts 


mention'd by the Prophet above cited, that 


divine Science is placed wholly out of his | 
reach. The Book to him is Sealed: And he 
alſo zs unlearned. My Meaning is not, that T | 
look upon him to be Deficient in any of thoſe | 
Parts of Human Learning which are now moſt Þ 
in Faſhion. On the contrary (notwithſtand- | 
ing he, of his extream Modeſty, Socrates like, | 
profeſſes himſelf to be wholly ignorant of ſome | 
faſhionable Parts of Learning) I do believe | 
him to be Maſter of them all to a very eminent. | 
Degree. I look upon him to be a moſt skilful 
Critic in the Greek and Latin Claſficks, a choice. 
Fliſtorian, a ſmart Declaimer, a ready and | 
elegant I riter, a profound Philoſopher, a ſubtle 
Diſputant, an able Caſuiſt, and a conſummate | 
Politicianm. But, with all theſe, and, perhaps | 
twenty Accompliſhments more, he is ftill a | 
Stranger to the chief Words and Terms of the 
Holy Scriptures, and to the Method of convey- 
ing Ideas generally made uſe of in the Sacred | 
Oracles, by Symbolical or Typical, and Sacra- | 
mental Deſignations of the Divine Perſons, | 
Things, and Actions; a Method, which was 
obſery'd throughout the Old Teſtament; and | 
hath, in a vaſt number of Hints and References, | 
been copied in the New; which was once 


rightly known and underſtood, by all Believers; F 


was for a Time univerſally mimick'd by the 
Heathens; was by them, afterwards, for the 


( 27 ] 
moſt part confounded and loft ; was' ſtill after 
that, ſuppos'd to have been retain'd in its 
greateſt Perfection by the old Enemies of God's 
People, the Eg yprians ; and, among them was 
hunted after, for many Ages, by the boaſted 
IViſe Men and Philoſophers of the Greciaus; 
which has now; for ſeveral Centuries paſt; 
been ſtrangely perverted by ſome Chriſtian 
Churches, and as ſtrangely neglected by Others, 
and which is, at length, totally loft to the mi- 
ferable Followers of Arius and Gocinus; nor 
6an be retain'd or recover'd by any, without 
an honeſt and aſſiduous Study of the original 
Scriptures ; againſt which many have never- 
theleſs, conceiv d ſuch an unaccountable Preju- 
dice, that they will rather ſuffer any YVanrres, 
Forgeries, and even Iuſults, upon the moſt ſacred 
and momentous Truths, to paſs, than take the 
neceſſary Pains in the ſtudy of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, to inform themſelves and others better. 
There muſt ſurely, be tome ftrarige Infatuation 
that is the Cauſe of this; of which I will not 
ſtand to make Enquiry now. One thing only T 
wou'd beg leave to recommend to the ſerious 
Conſideration of ſome ingenious, and, I hope, 
otherwiſe well-diſpoſed Perſons among us; viz. 
Whether the Preaching up of certain Offices 
of Morality, as the ſame do ſtand fet off in 
Heathen Books, and upon Heathen, not Chriſ- 
tian Principles, has not been very inſtrumental 
in introducing thoſe Depravations in Religion, 
and even in Morals * which are _ 
2 0 
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ſo much the Burden and Grief, and hereafter 
will be no leſs the Shame and Reproach, of our 
Times : And, whether it be not high Time to 
Preach up 7 uſtification, and the neceſſity of a 
good Life, not upon the Footing of our natural 
Abilities, nor of the ſuppos d Perfection and 
Lovelineſs of Virtue in itſelf (tho this was to- 
lerably offer'd by thoſe poor Gu” among 
the Heathens, who, perhaps, knew of little 
or nothing farther) but, thro' the Redemption 
that is by Chriſt Feſus; for the Hope that is 
ſet before us ; for the Love of God our exceed- 

ing great Reward; and, as we are become 
Debtors to the Holy Spirit for our Sanctifica- 
tion: On all which Accounts and Conſiderati- 
ons, by all which Helps and Means, we now 
have all poſſible Encouragement to lead not 
Moral Lives only, but Spiritual, even in 
that Purification of our his p rom all filthi- 
neſs of Fleſh and Pris which becomes thoſe 
who have Means given them, of being made 
the Children of God, and Partakers of the 
Drome Nature. 

The Philoſophers, by whoſe Writings many 
have been drawn away from this ſalutary Me- 
thod of Inſtruction, did (with a Glare of Wit 
and Eloquence, too apt to dazzle and miſlead) 


by the Efforts of their Reaſon, deliver them- 


ſelves from ſome Miſtakes, but to intangle 
themſelves in more. They cou'd ſee that the 
fabulous Gods, and þ ee Rites of Worſhip, 
were Vanities and minations : But, either 

not 
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not knowing, or reſolving nat to own, what 
GOD was; or whether he regarded Men's 
Actions; or cou'd, or wou'd, influence their 
Minds to Good ; they ftumbled, upon either a 
ſelf-ſufficient 7 wtue ; or, upon a certain ener- 
getic Mind or Wiſdom; or, upon a blind and 
inexorable Fate; or, upon a roving and uncer- 
tain Chance; or, upon a ſuppos'd eternal, ani- 
mated, and intelligent Nature. Either a Phi- 


fical Deity diffus d thro' this Syſtem ; or, a 


blind and inert One, out of it; or, no Deity 
at all, was the upſhot of their Searches after 
GOD. If we really needed any Directions, 
what cou'd it profit us to have recourſe to ſuch 
blind Guides? But, thanks be to God, we do 
need none : God himſelf (to put an End to our 
miſerable Wandrings) having revealed to us all 
neceſſary Science Natural, Human, and Divine, 
except only thoſe Mechanic Arts, which Men 
by their common Sagacity and Induſtry, are a- 
ble to find out for themſelves. And, why 
ſhou'd not this content us? Certainly, if we 
do at all regard the Divine Revelation, it was 
given to content us at our Peril; the Apoſtle 


3 having, by the Spirit of God, expreſly enter'd 


his Caveat againſt all Pagan, Fewiiſb, or other 
Human, Philoſophy, and Tradition. — Beware 
left any Man ſpoil you thro bury + , and 
vain Deceit, after the Tradition of Men, after 
the Rudiments of the World, and not after 
Chriſt, Col. ii. 8. 


It 
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It might be ſomewhat Excuſable, juſt after 

the Time of Confuſion by the great Rebel- 
lion, to fall into the way of Moral Orations, 
and E//Jays Good Men had then been ſur- 
feited with hearing nothing but the ſanified 
Phraſe of the Goſpe! in People's Mouths, 
while they ſaw none but Acts of Rapine and 
Violence in their Hands, and thought they 
cou'd not take a better Courſe to Reformation, 
than by Counſelling them to have leſs of Reli- 
gion and the Grace of God in their Talk, till 
they ſhew'd more of Moral and Social Virtue 


in their Actions. And, hence, their frequent 


Lectures of Morality. But, this Method of 
Teaching, eſpecially with Omiffion, for the moſt 
Part, of Points properly Chriſtzan; cou'd not 
belong Convenzent : In Fact, it ſoon prov'd burt- 


ful : The People were generally Sick with the | 


fame Loathing ; and, to avoid that Extream of 
Enthuſiaſm, (as many of their Fathers had be- 
fore done the Other of Superſtition) they re- 
ſolv'd to have nothing that cou'd be thought 
to carry the leaſt Air and A —_— of any 
thing like it ; and, fo fell back into every Ne- 
gation of Chriſtianity. How far they hi been 
furniſh'd with Arguments to countenance the 
ſeveral Deluſions they have fallen into ſince, 
from the morali xing Inſtructions of ſome, who, 
I hope intended no ſuch thing, wou'd be un⸗ 
grateful to me to Remark. But every Body 
who will obſerve, muſt ſee, that we have now |} 
almoſt run our full Length in Pagan Refine- | 
ments; 


1 


ments; and, that (if we do not quit theſe 


Vanities, and betake ourſelves, tho' with leſs 
Ornament and Flouriſh, to ſpeak things be- 
coming ſound Doctrine) Arians, Pelagians, 
Socinians, and Deiſts, Armies worſe than of 
Locuſts! will bear down all before them, and 
we cannot long ſubſiſt as Chriſtians. Therefore, 

Let us not any longer ſeek to eſtabliſh every 
one his own iſdom; but, let us renounce our- 
ſelves, and diligently ſtudy, and humbly ſub- 
mit ourſelwes to be guided by, the / iſdom 4 
GOD reveal'd to us in his Word the Holy 
Scriptures. And, 

May the All-Powerful and Gracious God 
(who cauſed his Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs) 
ſhine in upon our Hearts, to give to us the 
Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of God ; 
which glorious Light, 2 75 that Veil of 
the Covering, expelling thoſe Miſts of Error 
and Ignorance, otherwiſe caſt over all Fleſh, 
is now irradiated upon all that do believe 
from the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, by his Holy 
Spirit. To whom, with the Father, and the 
ſame Spirit, be aſcrib'd all Power, and Riches, 
and Wiſdom, and Honour, and Glory, and 
Bleſſmg, by every Creature in Heaven, and 
on the Earth, and under the Earth, both now 
and for ever. Amen. 


I thought I had here made an End: But, 
Reading the Diſcourſes and Supplement thus 
far, a few Days before I deſign d to commit 


them to the Preſs, with a Friend, to whoſe 


good 
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good Principles and Judgment I pay a great 
Deference ; he told me, there were ſome Ex- 
preſſions in them, on the Subjects of God's 
ſufficient Grace and Man's Free Agency, againſt 
which he thought ſome Friends of the Clergy 
wou'd take Exceptions; to which I anſwer'd 
him, Then what muſt alſo be my Apology, 
hereafter, to ſuch Friends of the Clergy (if any 
ſuch there be) that I had taken due Care to 
guard the Truth in relation to theſe Points, 
by inſerting ſatisfactory Diſtinctions in proper 
Places upon them; that it wou'd at leaſt ap- 
pear to every attentive and impartial Reader, 
that J had advanc'd nothing on thoſe Heads 
but what J found warranted by expreſs Autho- 
rity of Hoy Scripture, and for which I had 
allo produc'd that Authority for my Juſtifica- | 
tion; and that, therefore, if this were diſagree- 
able to any, I ſhou'd be ſorry for it, but cou'd 
not help it; that if, by any Books or Wri- 
tings now in Vogue, ſome of the Clergy had 
been led to think otherwiſe on theſe Subjects, 
than is Revea,d in Holy Scripture, it muſt be 
their Part to Con/zzer, and, on better Informa- 
tion from that Word which muſt be Deciſive 
both to them and me, to correct their Miſtakes ; 
but, that I can have no Allowance, (out of | 
reſpect either of Perſons or commonly receiy'd 


Notions) to advance one Tittle on theſe, or any 


other Subject of Revelation, contrary to what 

is Reveal d. I hereto added, that what I had 

deliver'd on theſe, as well as on the main — 
C 
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of my Diſcourſes, was agreeable to what our firſt 
Reformers Taught, and to thoſe Articles and 
Homilies, which both they and I have Sub- 


7 | ferib'd, and, by fo Subſcribing, are properly 


diſtinguiſh'd as Miniſters of the Church of 
England ; and that, therefore, if any Friends 
of the Clergy, as aforeſaid, ſhall cenſure me 
on that Account, they will make themſelves 
doubly culpable. 1/, As Chriſtians, in ad- 
yancing or admitting Teuets contrary to the 
Goſpel of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
And, 2dly, as Paſtors of the ſaid Church of 
England, in contradicting ſuch their own Sub- 
ſcriptions. Thus far I yentur'd in my Defence 
to my Friend, then, from a general Knowledge 
and Remembrance of the main Tenor of our Ho- 
mites only, without having particularly con- 
ſulted, or indeed ſo much as thought of, what 
was, or was not, ſtated in the ſame, while L 
was compoſing theſe Diſcourſes: But, reflec- 
ting ſince, on what had paſſed in that Conver- 
ſation, I thought it might be proper, for my 
fuller Apology to the Reader, purpoſely to 
go over the FHomilies on Repentance, good 
Mors, &c. to ſhew in a more particular man- 
ner, by Citations from the Homilies themſelves, 
how I have in the Diſcourſes above, as to all 
the main Points, fallen into the ſame way of 


1 Explanation, that thoſe Fathers of our Church, 
who were the Compoſers of thoſe excellent 


Sermons, had, ſo long before me done; and, 
that I can, therefore, have no reaſonable Cauſe 


F to 


B 


to fear the Cenſure, but may well hope far YZ 


the favourable Opinion, and kind Encourage- 
ment of all ſound Chriſtians and true Paſtors 
of our Church, in my diſintereſted Endeavours 
to ſerve the common Cauſe of Catholick Chriſ= 
tianity, and of our National Church. 

And, what I ſhall cite from the ſaid Homi- 
lies, may be diſpos d under two principal 
Heads, VIS. 

1/t. 'Of our Natural and Spiritual Powers, 
and, of Salvation by Chriſt, in general. 
2dly. Of the Virtue or Grace of Repentance, 
the Subje& of the above Diſcourſes, in parti» 
cular. And, 

1. Concerning our Natural Powers, and 
the Power of Regeneration by the Holy Spirit 
in us; in the rt Part of the Sermon for 
Wt hit-Sunday p. 209. we find they have ſaid 

it is the Holy Ghoſt, and no other Thing 
that doth n the Minds of Men, ſtir- 
ring up good and godly Motions in their 
« Hearts, which are agreeable to the Will and 
* Commandment of GOD, ſuch as otherwiſe 
« of their own crooked and perverſe Nature 
they ſhould never have. That which is 
« Born of the Spirit 1s 1 — 5 As who ſhould 
« ſay, Man of his own Nature is Fleſhly and 
« Carnal, and Corrupt and Naught, Sinful and 
« Diſobedient to GOD, without any ſpark 
* of Goodneſs in him, without any virtuous 
« or godly Motion only given to evil Thoughts 
% and wicked Deeds. As ſor the Works of 

| e the 


: 1 | 
gc the Spirit, the Fruits of Faith, charitable 
„and godly Motions, if he have any at all in 
s him; they proceed only of the Holy Ghoſt, 
ja XZ © who is the only Worker of our Sanctifica- 
(tion, and maketh us zew Men in Chrift 


z © Jefus.” Thus, 

al | In the firſt Part of the Sermon of the Mi- 
ſery of Man, p. 8. they ſay, that © Saint 

s il © Paul in many Places painteth us out in our 


„Colours, calling us, the Children of the 
„ © Hrath ff GOD, when we be Born: 


” « thought of ourſelves ; much leſs can we ſay 
d well, or do well of ourſelves.” So again in 
is the ſecond Part of the fame, p. 11. © inour- 
or ( ſelves (as of ourſelves) we find nothing 
„ whereby we may be deliver'd from this mi- 
( ſerable Captivity, into which we were caſt | 
1 through the Envy of the Devil, by break- 
err © ing of GOD's Commandments : In our firſt 
aq Parent Adam we are all become unclean, but 


« we all are not able to cleanſe ourſelves, nor 
to make one another of us clean. We are 


but we are not able to make ourſelves the 
Children and Inheritors of GOD's Glory.” 
Thus, alſo, in the firſt Sermon of the Sal vation 
of Man only by Chriſt our Saviour, p. 14. 
three things muſt go together in our Juſtifi- 
cation: Upon GOD's Part, his great Mercy 
* and Grace: Upon Chriſt's Part, Juſtice, 
© that js, the Satisfaction of GOD's Juſtice, or 


« Saying allo that we cannot think a good. 


* by Nature the Children of GOD's Wrath, | 
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1 
the Price of our Redemption, by the offer- 
ing of his Body, and ſhedding of his Blood, 
with fulfilling of the Law perfectiy and 
throughly: And, upon our Part, true and 
lively Faith in the Merits of 7eſus Chriſt 


which yet is not ours, but by God's work 


ing in us; ſo that in our Juſtification, is noet 


only God's Mercy and Grace, but alſo his 
Juſtice, which the Apoſtle calls the Night- 


eouſueſs of God; and it conſiſteth in pay ing 
our Ranſom and fulfilling of the Law: And 


ſo the Grace of God doth not ſhut out 
the Juſtice of God in our Juſtification, but 
only ſhutteth out the Juſticè of Man, that is to 
ſay, the Juſtice of our Works, as to be Merits 
of deſerving our Juſtification.” And again at 


the Concluſion of the ſame Sermon © whereas 
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all the World wasnot able to pay any part to- 
wards their Ranſom, it pleaſed God of his 


infinite Mercy, without any of our deſerving, 


to prepare for us the moſt precious Jewels of 


Chriſt's Body and Blood, whereby our Ran- $ 


ſom might be fully paid, the Law fulfilled, 
and his Juſtice fully fatisfied. 
Chriſt is now the Righteouſneſs of all them 
that truly do believe in him. He for them 
paid their Ranſoms by his Death. He for 
them fulfilled the Law in his Life. So that 


now, in him, and by him, every true Chriſ- 


tian Man may be called a fulfiller of the i 


Law, foraſmuch as that which their Infir- 
mity lacked, Chriſt's Juſtice hath ſupplied.” 
| In 


So that | 
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3 [In the third Part of the ſame Sermon, p. 1 8, 
they diſtinguiſh how Faith, and Faith only, 


without Works, is ſaid to Juſtify us“ the 


: very true meaning of this Propoſition, that 


« we be juſtified by Faith in Chriſt only (ac- 
cording to the meaning of the old ancient 
Authors) is this: We put our Faith in Chriſt, 
« that we be juſtified by him only, that we 
be juſtified by God's free Mercy, and the 
Merits of our Saviour Chrift only, and by 
no Virtue or good Works of our own that 
is in us, or that we can be able to have, or to 
« do, for to deſerve the fame ; Chriſt himſelf 
« only being the Cauſe meritorious thereof.” 
And again a little lower - Truth it is, that 


& 


= < our own Works do not juſtify us, to ſpeak 


properly of our Juſtification (that is to ſay) 
our Works do not merit or deſerve Remiſſi- 
on of our Sins, or make us of unjuſt, juſt 
© before God: But God of his own Mercy, 
* thro' the only Merit and Deſervings of his 


i © Son Jeſus Chrift, doth juſtify us.” And, 


a little after, © foraſmuch as it is all one Sen- 
** tence in effect, to ſay, Faith withour Works, 
and, only Faith doth juſtify us; therefore 
the old ancient Fathers of the Church, from 
time to time have uttered our Juſtification 
by this Speech, only Faith juſtifieth us; 
meaning none other thing than Saint Paul 
meant, when he ſaid, Faith without Works 


a 


| © juſtifieth us.” By all this they underſtood, 


that Faith is that by which we do appre- 
hend 


[ 38 ] J 
hend and apply the Juſtification of Chriſt, and 
therefore Faith is, inſtrumentally, that, on our 
Part, which doth juſtify. And therefore alſo, 
is it that which giveth a Value to any of our 

other Works, and without which, none of 
thoſe Works can be good or acceptable in tge © 
Sight of God. Thus, in the Sermon of good | 
Works, p. 30: they have declar'd, that with- 
« out Faith can no good Work be done, ac- 
« cepted, and pleaſant unto God.” And, a 
little lower from St. Auſtin, © we muſt ſet no 
« good Works before Faith, nor think that 
before Faith a Man can do any good Works: 
For, ſuch Works, although they ſeem unto 
Men to be Praiſe-worthy, yet indeed they 
6% be but vain, and not allow'd before God.” 
Moreover, in their Explanation of the Diſtinc- 
tion above of Faith alone, without Works, 
juſtifying; the Compoſers of the Homilies, 
meant, not that Men ſhould be juſtified by Wc 
Faith, being themfelves, at the ſame Time, 
void and deſtitute of Works ; but, that having 
Works alſo, not ſuch their Yorks; but their 
Faith only ſhall be allow'd or reckon'd to them 
as ſome thing valuable on their Part, and in- 
x ſtrumental, in God's gracious Acceptance, to 
14 their Juſtification. And, thus far Man may, | 
is but it alſo is of Mercy that he may thus far . 
0 pretend. I come now, I 
Hi 24ly. To Citations on the Virtue or Grace 
[1 of Repentance, the Subject in particular of the 
; above Diſcourſes. And, 1/7, that the Ratio- 
nale 


139 


mle of this Virtue or Grace conſiſts in our 


ad WF or returning to GOD, our Homiliſts 
| Le in us firſt Part of the Homily of 
= F epentance, p. 257, where, diſcourſing from 
* BY the Words of the Prophet Joel — therefore alſo 
= now, ſaith the Lord, return unto me, &c. 
4 they ſay. © Hereby, it is given us to under- 
55 « ſtand, that we have hereby a perpetual Rule 
8 « appointed unto us, which ought to be ob- 
a « ſery'd and kept at all Times; and, that there 
n « is none other way whereby the Wrath of 
„ God may be pacified, that the Fierceneſs of 
5 his Fury, and the Deſtruction, which by his 
>. ll < righteous Judgment he had determined to 
© il << bring upon us, may depart, be removed, and 
„ „taken away. Where he ſaith, but now there- 
us = << fore, return unto me; it is not without 


« great Importance that the Prophet ſpeaketh 
ks, „ to.” And, in the next Page, to diſtinguiſh 


. clearly the Manner and Means of this returning ; 
DY Wit is fad in © theſe Words, he (the Prophet) 
"> ( comprehendeth all manner of things that can 
vs WI be poken of Repentance, which is a return 
"_ ing again of the whole Man-unto God, 


from whom we be fallen away unto Sin. 
hut, that the whole Diſcourſe thereof, may 
* be the better born away, we ſhall firſt 


1 * conſider in order, four principal Points, 
* < that is, from what we muſt return, to whom 

* we muſt return, by whom we may be able 
_— to Convert, and the Manner how to turn to 
the wc 


GOD.” And, a little lower, for the _ 
C an 
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and Manner—* but this muſt be done by 


« Faith: for ſith that God is a Spirit, he can 


© by no other Means be apprehended and taken 
© hold upon. Wherefore, firſt, they do great- 
« ly err, which do not return unto God, but | 


« unto the Creatures, or unto the Inventions 


% of Men, or unto their own Merits: Se- 
« condly, they which do begin to return to the | 


« Lord, and do faint in the mid-way. Third- 
&« ly, becauſe we have of ourſelves nothing to 


<« preſent us to GOD, and do no leſs flee from 
« him after our Fall, than our firſt Father | 


Adam did; who, when he had ſinned, did 
« ſeek to hide himſelf from the Sight of 


«< GOD: We have need of a Mediator for to 
bring, and reconcile us, unto him, who for i 
our Sins is angry with us: The fame is 
« Jeſus Chriſt, who being true and natural | 
“ GOD, equal, and one of Subſtance with the | 


* Father, did take upon him our frail Nature, 


that he might be a Mediator betwixt GOD 


„„ F TO RE Inn; 


„and us, and pacify his Wrath. Of him 1 


* doth the Father himſelf ſpeak from Heaven, 
* ſaying, this is my well beloved Son, in whom 
« am well pleaſed. And he himſelf in his 

* Goſpel doth ſay, I am the Way, the Truth, 


& and the Life; no Man cometh unto the Fa- 


ther but by me. For he alone did with the 

« Sacrifice of his Body and Blood, make Sa- 

tisfaction unto the Juſtice of God for our 

“Sins. The Apoſtles do teſtiſy, that he was 

* exalted for to give Repentance and Remi fron 
0 
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, Sins unto Iſrael, Both which things he 
W << himiclf did command to be preach'd in his 
= © Name. Therefore are they greatly deceived 
but that preach Repentance without Chriſt, and 
(teach the Simple and Ignorant that it con- 


Sig « fiſteth only in the Works of Men. They 
the may indeed ſpeak many things of good 


ird- Works, and of amendment of Life and 
* Manners; . but without Chriſt they be all 


Sox vain and unprofitable; they that think they 
hf have done much of themſelves towards Re- 
did pentance, are 10 much more the farther from 

* GOD, becauſe they do ſeek thoſe things in 


their own Works and Merits, which ought 
\ for only to be ſought in our Saviour Jeſus 


3 « Chriſt, and in the Merits of his Death, 
ural 0 fPaſſion and Blood ſhedding. a Again, 

the That /ample Sorrowing is not true or a- 
ture Dailing Repeutauce, they are expreſs, in the 
OD ſecond Part of the Sermon of Repentance, 


WP. 267. where they ſay, © The third Part of 
Kepentance is Faith, whereby we do appre- 


he hend and take hold upon the Promiſes of 

WE: = GOD touching the free Pardon and. For- 

EF 2, „ givencſs of our Sins: Which Promiſes are 
9 


fſealed up unto us, with the Death and 
* Blood-ſhedding of his Son Jeſs Chriſt. For, 
* what ſhould it avail and profit us to be 
© ſorry for our Sins, and to lament and bewail 
that we have offended our moſt bounteous 
T1 * and merciful Father, or to confeſs and ac- 
1 knowledge our Offences and Treſpaſſes, 
G «. tho: 
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tho' it be done never ſo earneſtly, unleſs we 


do ſtedfaſtly believe, and be fully perſuaded, 


that GOD for his Son Jeſus Chriſt's ſake 


will forgive us all our Sins, and put them 
out of his Remembrance, and ſrom his Sight! 


Therefore they that teach Repentance with- 1 


out a lively Faith in our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, do teach none other but Judas Repen- 
tance: For Judas was ſorrowful and heavy, 
yea was filled with ſuch Anguiſh and Vexa- 
tion of Mind for what he had done, that he 
cou'd not abide to live any longer : But he 
was caſt away, becauſe he wanted Faith, 
whereby he did deſpair of the Mercy and 
Goodneſs of God, It is evident and plain 


then, that although we be never ſo earneſt- 


ly ſorry for our Sins, acknowledge and 


confeſs them; yet all theſe things ſhall be 


but means to bring us to utter Deſparation, 


except we do ſtedfaſtly believe, that God our F 


Heavenly Father will for his Son Jeſus 


Chriſt's ſake, pardon and forgive us our Of- | 


fences, Sc. Therefore, as we ſaid before, 


they that teach Repentance without Chriſt, 3 


and a lively Faith in the Mercy of GOD, 


do only teach Cain's or /udas Repentance.” 
Moreover, 


That our Repentance, to make it effectual, 4 
muſt be by our becoming New Creatures, they % 
add a little lower, © They that do truly Re- 
« pent, muſt be clean altered and changed, 


[ 43 ] 
« they muſt become new Creatures, Sc.“ And, 
in the next Page, 

« 'The Penance that Chrift enjoyn'd Sinners, 
« was, Go thy way and Sin no more. Which 
« Penance we ſhall never be able to fulfil, 
« without the ſpecial Grace of him that doth 
« ſry, Without me ye can do nothing. It is 
therefore our Parts, if at leaſt we be deſi- 
« rous of the Health and Salvation of our own 
souls, moſt earneftly to pray unto our Hea- 
« venly Father, to aſſiſt us with his Holy 
« Spirit, that we may be able to hearken unto 
„the Voice of the true Shepherd, and with 
due Obedience to follow the ſame.” Fur- 
thermore, 

That it is not in our Power of ourſelves 
to N We they ſay further, in the third Part 
of the Sermon on Repentance, N 273. 
« thou art either by the preaching of God's 
Word, or by ſome inward Motion of his 
fHoly Spirit, or elſe by ſome other Means, 
* calld to Repentance, neglect not the good 
« Occaſion that is miniſtred unto thee, leſt 
« when thou wouldſt Repent, thou have not 
*© the Grace for to do it. For, to Repent is a 
good Gift of God, which he will never 
grant unto them, who living in carnal Se- 
curity, do make a Mock of his Threatning, 
or ſeek to rule his Spirit as they liſt, as 
though his Working and Gifts were tyed 
* unto their Will.“ And, above, at the 
Concluſion of the firſt Sermon on the ſame, 

G 2 p. 263. 
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p. 263. © We muſt beware, that we do in no 


wiſe think in our Hearts, that we are able 


to repent aright, or to turn effectually unto | 


the Lord by our own Might and Strength. 
For this muſt be verified in all Men: 


Il ichout me ye can do nothing. And, of 
ourſelves we are not able to much as 


to think a good Thought. And, it 1s 


God that worketh in us both the Will 
and the Deed. For this Cauſe, though 
Jeremy had ſaid before, I thou wilt return 3 


O Iſrael, return mito me, ſaith the Lord. 
Yet afterwards he faith, Turn thou me, O 


Lord, and I ſhall be turned, for thou art I 
the Lord my God. And therefore, that Holy 
Writer and ancient Father Ambroſe doth | 


plainly affirm, that the turning of the Heart 
unto GOD, is of GOD; as the Lord him- 


1 will give thee an Heart to know me, that 
I am the Lord, and they ſha!l be my People, 
and 1 will be their CO; ; for they ſhall 
return unto me with their whole Heart. 
Theſe things being conſider'd, let us earneſt- 
ly pray unto the living God our Heaven! 
Father, that he will vouchſafe by his Holy 
Spirit, to wor K a true and unfeigned Repen- 
tance in us, that after the painful Labours 
and Travels of this Life, we may live eter- 
nally with his Son Jeſus Chriſt,” 

Neither have they omitted to mention the 


good influence which this Doctrine of our Ac- 


ceptance 


r 


ſelf doth teſtifie by his Prophet, ſaying, Aud 
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I ceptance by Faith, naturally has upon Men's 
WW Lives and Manners, with the Evil of the contra- 
ht ry 


In the ſecond Part of the Sermon of Salvation, 
16. they ſay, © This Saying, that we be juſti- 
fied by Faithonly, freely, and without Works, 
is ſpoken for to take away clearly all Merit 
of our Works, as being unable to deſerve 
our Juſtification at God's Hand; thereby 
moſt plainly to expreſs the Weakneſs of 
Man and the Goodneſs of GOD; the great 
Infirmity of ourſelves, and the Might and 
Power of GOD ; the Imperfectneſs of our 
own Works, and the moſt abundant Grace 
of our Saviour Chriſt ; and, therefore, wholly 
to aſcribe the Merit of our Juſtification un- 
to Chriſt and his moſt precious Blood-ſhed- 
ding. This Faith, the Holy Scripture teach- 
eth us, is the ſtrong Rock and Foundation of 
Chriſtian Religion; this Doctrine all ancient 
Authors of Chriſt's Church do approve ; 
this Doctrine advanceth and ſetteth forth 
the true Glory of Chriſt, and beateth down 
the Vain-glory of Man; this whoſoever 
denyeth is not to be accounted for a Chriſ- 
tian Man, nor for a ſetter forth of Chriſt's 
Glory, but for an Adyerſary to Chriſt and 
his Goſpel, and for a ſetter forth of Men's 
Vain-glory.“ And again, p. 20. © Theſe 
great and merciful Benefits of GOD (if they 
be well conſidered) do neither miniſter unto 
us occaſion to be Idle and to live without 
doing any good Works, nor yet ſtirreth us 
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| „ 
up by any means to do evil Things: But, 
contrarywiſe, if we be not deſperate Perſons, 'Y 
and our Hearts harder than Stones, they do 
move us to render ourſelves wholly unto 
« GOD, with all our Will, Heart, Might, 
«© and Power, to ſerve him in all good Deeds, 
© obeying his Commandments during our 
“ Lives, to ſeek in all things his Glory and 
5 Honour, not our ſenſual Pleaſures and Vain- 
„glory, evermore dreading willingly to offend i 
© ſuch a merciful God, and loving Redeemer, | 
„ in Word, T hought, or Deed. And the ſaid 4 
© Benefits to God deeply conſider'd, move us i 
for his ſake alſo, to be ever ready to give 
« ourſelves to our Neighbours, and as much | 
© as lieth in us, to ſtudy with all our Endea- 
*-your to do good to every Man. Theſe be 
the Fruits of true Faith, to do good as much | 
as lieth in us to every Man, and in all things 
* to advance the Glory of GOD, of whom | 
only we have our Sanctification, Juſtifica- 
“tion, Salvation, and Redemption.“ ; 
Moreover, to teach that Men have been 
ever ready (notwithſtanding ſo many expreſs i 
Declarations of God in his Word to the con- 
trary) to ſet up their own Inventions and Devi- WM 
ces, inſtead of the only ſaving Method 4» i 
Faith in our Redeemer : Tn the ſecond Part of 
the Sermon of good Works, p. 33. they ma 
« The Blindneſs and Malice of Man, even 
from the Beginning, hath ever been ready 9 
to fall from GOD's Commandment. He 
gave 
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(gave Credit unto the Woman ſeduced by 
( the Serpent; and fo followed his own Will, 
( and left GOD's Commandments : And, ever 
( ſince that Time, all that came of him, have 
( been fo blinded through original Sin, that 
( they have been ever ready to fall from GOD 


and his Law, and to Invent a new way to 


( Salvation by Works of their own Device : 


« So that once almoſt all the World, forſaking 
the true Honour of the only eternal living 
GOD, wandred about their own Phantaſies; 
worſhipping ſome, the Sun, the Moon, the 
« Stars; ſome, Jupiter, funo, Saturnus, A. 


CC 


e polls, Kc.” 


Thus I have gone thro' the Homilies to 
our preſent Purpoſe, and ſhewn, by the plain- 
eſt Citations from thence, that there is no 
Point of Doctrine treated of in theſe Diſcourſes, 
but what is conformable to the ſaid Homilies. 


W It is well enough known, the gth, roth, 11th, 


12th, 13th, 18th, and 27th, of the Articles of 


Religion do affirm the ſame. And, if I had Time 


to go over in like manner the Primitive 


a Writers, it wou'd appear, that I have alſo 
ZE their univerſal Conſent. 
ans have, in all Ages, gone upon one and the 
4 | fame Plan and Scheme of Doctrines, in relation 
to the Means of our Acceptance with the Deity, 
y Faith in the Redemption thro Chriſt, with 


All Catholic Chriſti- 


the gracious Influence of the Holy Spirit. If, 
therefore, there be any Difficulty or ſeeming 


5 Incongruity in the manner of declaring or 


explaining 


48 


*xplaining this Scheme, or any Part of it, by 
any former Member, or collective Body, of the 
Catholic Church ; it muſt be the Buſineſs of 
thoſe that come after, to endeavour, by right 
and fit Illuſtrations and Diſtinctions, more fully 
and clearly to explain and reconcile the ſame ; 
and not, from ſome haſty and præ-conceiv'd 
Diſtaſte, to ly away from the very Plan and 
Scheme itſelf, unexamin'd, and take ſhelter in 
their own raſh Opinions and Conceits. There 
may, for the Purpoſe, be ſome Difficulty in 


' reconciling the ſeeming Contrariety that is be- 


twixt God's all-ſufficient Grace, Election, Spi- 


ritual Influences, &c. and Man's Free- Agency ; 


as allo betwixt Faith as it is Man's Act, and as 
it is the Gift of God. But, one is not from 
thence to conclude, that they are not to be 
reconciled at all; and, ſo run into the Extream 
either of abſolute and unconaitional Decrees, 
whereby nothing 1s leſt for Man to do; or, of 
ſelf-ſufficient natural Powers, whereby Man 


is ſuppoſed to be able of himſelf to do every. 


thing. But, when we ſpeak of Man's Free- 
Agency, and of the Operations of God's Grace, 
or of his Decrees, Election, &c. (not to take 
up Concluſions ſuperficially, and at a Venture) 
we ſhou'd conſider, and ſtate the Caſe of Man, 
as Man from the Beginning was, or is; vir. 
as Man was, either at his Creation; Or, under 
the Condition of his Tall; Or, after his Reſto- 
ration under Promiſe of a Redeemer : Or, as 
he is now ſince his actual Redemption : As 
ſtil 
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full is by Nature, unregenerated : Or, as lie is 
by Grace, regenerated. For, we are to remem- 
ber, that Man ſince the Creation, has under- 
gone ſeveral Changes of Condition; which alſo 


have been follow'd by ſeveral ſuitable Changes 
of Diſpenſation to him, and of Power or Abi- 
lity in him. It may, therefore, be of uſe to 
take a View of theſe his ſeveral Conaztions, 
vis. as Man was, I/. From his Creation to his 
Fall. 24ly. As he was, from his Fall, to his Re- 
oration in Hope. 3dly. As he was from his 
laid Reſtoration in Hope, till his actual Redemp- 
tion by Chriſt, And 4thly. As he hath been, from 
his actual Redemption by Chriſt, until now. All 
which Particulars, to avoid Confuſion, may be 
conſider d in fo many diſtinct Chapters. 


Ci HL | 
Of the Condition of Man from his Creation to 
his Fall ; and. thereafter, of ſome Points 
common to his State both then and ſince. 


AN was created, both in his Soul and iti 
his Body, Upright and Innocent; and (tho 
not left to himſelf without Means from the Be- 
ginning given him by God, of improving as well 
as preſerving his Talent) perfectly free, and 
perfectly able to the Performance of every g 
Act, Spiritual and Moral, required of him. 
As the Almighty Creator had breathed into 
him the "Breath of Life, or, more properly (be- 
cauſe the Word in the Original is plural (he 
Breath of Lives, i. e. — a Spiritual, as well 
as 


* 
7 . 


ſhou'd have been found worthy to have been 


Ea” 
is Anmal Life; ſo he gave him Means to] 
communicate of his Living Spirit, whereby to 
ſupport and improve his ſaid Lives in a Terreſ- 
trial Paradiſe (which he had given him for an 
Exemplar or Type of the Heavenly) till he 


Tran ſlated to that true Paradiſe in Heaven, 
In the mean Time, 

As Man was Free, ſo he cou'd not but be 
liable to Fall; as he was the one, he mult ne- 
ceſſarily be the other: For, every Creature, 
Rational or Spiritual, conſider'd as a Creature 
made for ſome degree of Happineſs, muſt be 
dependant upon, and ſubjefF to the Creator, 
under ſome Kind of Trial, for the fame : More- 
over, every ſuch Creature, Rational or Spiri. 
tual, and ſubject to the Creator under ſome 
Trial, as aforeſaid, muſt be ſubject to ſuch 
Trial, under ſome Rational or Spiritual Law: 
And, finally, every ſuch Creature conſider'd as 
ſubject to ſuch Law, muſt be Free, by obſery- 
ing or tranſgreſſing the ſame, either to keep 
his ſaid Degree of Happineſs, or to fall from 
it. So, every Free Creature, as Free, multi, 
have been liable to Tall. Thus, we are 1n- 
form'd that the Angels (who excel in Strength) 
were made ſubject under ſome Trial, whereby 
they were liable to Fall, as alſo that ſome o 
them actually did Fall-. And thus Man had 
his Trial, and was thereby liable to Fall allo; 
and God, who gave him his Trial, and is 
Omniſcient, fore-ſaw that he wou'd Fall 3 

c 


Los ] 

the mean Time, as he had made him a Free 
ns to gent, fo he left him (only with proper In- 
by toſf ſructions and Cautions firſt given him) to his 
erreſ-fl own Agency : Yet providing him a Remedy 
for an on a ſecond Trial graciouſly decreed to be in- 
till he dulg d him after his Failure in his f/f, And, 
e been Here (tho it be ſomewhat anticipating my 
eaVven, Argument) it may alſo be obſery'd, that, ac- 
cording to this Order of the Divine Diſpenſa- 
ut be tions to Man; I mean, as the Decrees of God 
aſt ne · N were all ſeverally diſpos'd, in View to the Be- 
eature haviour of Man under his firſt, ſecond, and 
earure every ſucceeding Trial, PROVISIONALLY, 
ult be; aforeſaid : ſo howſoever the Decrees of God, 
reator, with reſpect of his own Preſcience, were, and 
More · ure, certain; yet, with Reſpe of that Divine , 
Spiri Proviſion in ſuch View of Man's Behaviour, 
r lon; alſo with reſpe& of Man and his Choice ; | 
o ſuchſgt is to be ſaid, that the ſame were, and are, 
 Law:Wmtin ent; and Man (as to his Acceptance of 
ler d uſhe Means of Grace offer'd) ſtill left Free. \ 
obſery- or, thus the order of this Affair is ſince 

o keeyſeferib'd to us in Holy Scripture, viz. That 

11 fromFn the Chain of God's 1 his Fores 
e, mulBwledge is the firſt Link. Even as it is 
are "Sorded by the Apoſtle expreſly — whom be 
rengti Fore-know, he alſo did Predeſtinate, and, 
hereby on, thro! all the ſucceeding Acts of his Di- 
ſome olſſ ine Grace, as high up as to Glorification. 
an haiRom. viii. 2 9. Thus the ſame Apoſtle ſays 
11 ali0;Bezin, of the Chriſtians of his own Time, that 


and 859 had Bleſſed, and Choſen, and Pr edeſtina- 
Jall: In Bled. I 4 ; ted, 


the 


_Fare-knowledge) the FIRST who Truſte 


cumciſion in Aſia-Elect according to the Fore 


à Fore-decree of the fame Influences and Pau 


Tn 
ted, them, to be his Sons by Adoption, and to be 
to the Praiſe of his Glory: How? Not abſo- 
lately and ſimply ; no, but Reſpet#rvely, and 
Conditionally; even as they were (in his ſaid 
in 


Chriſt. Eph. 1.19%. | 
So St. Peter calls the Converts of the Cir- 


And, 

The fame, as appears in the Apocryphal 
Book of Judith, was the Senſe of the Iſraelite 
before Chriſt came. For, ſo that pious He. 
roine expreſſes herſelf, Chap. ix. 6. Wha 
things thou didſt determine, were ready 4 
Hand, and ſaid, lo, we are here; and th 
Judgments are in thy FORE-KNOW LEDGE 
But, here it may be ſuppos d, that as Anou 
ledge in the Deity is an active Principle, .witl 
extraordinary Influences and Powers upon th 
Perſon known ; to is his Fore-knowledge wil 


knowledge of God the Father, &c. 1 Pet. i. 2, 


ers. I ſhall not ſtand, at prefent, to flat 
this. But, however this be, it is ſtill to h 
remember'd, that whatſoever we do receive 0 
gracious Influence at the Hand of God, it is 
of Gift, and Gift is Free. Then, if Man ali 
has a Power, which was given him at his Re 
ſtoration after the Fall, for ordinary 
(which for the Preſent we will ſuppoſe) even 
Lower to Believe, and Confeſs, to Wiſh 1 
Aſpire to Reconciliation with God, togetht 
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with a Power to common Moral Actions (of 
which alſo more hereafter) I ſay, if Man has 
ſich Powers, as aforeſaid, to ſuch ordinary 
Uſes ; then God's 5 K extraordinary (how- 
ſoever it enables the Man in the certainty of 
the Divine Preſcience to attain to Salvation) 

does by no means extinguiſh and ſet aſide his 

ordinary Freedom by thoſe Powers; but, the 
ſame is conſiſtent with it; nay, it extends and 
perfects it, as aſſiſting the Freedom of Man's 
ordinary Diſpoſition, with Powers and Abili- 
ties to that which ſhall be taken, and allow'd 
to him, for a fulneſs of Performance. But 

here on the other Hand, 5. 

It is not to be ſaid, that, as if the Divine 
Fore-knowledge, with a Fore-decree of ſome 
aftrve Power upon the Elect, furthering his 
Salvation; fo, on the other Hand, is the Di- 
vine Fore-knowledge of Reprobation, with ſome 
active Power, in like manner, upon the Re- 
* furthering his Reprobation. By no 
eans: For, in this latter Caſe, God dee no- 
thing to the Man: He only with-holds ſome- 
thing from him, which he is in no ſort of Ju- 
tice bound to give him. Here is no Neceſſ#ty 
laid upon the Man, no [nfiuence on the Part 
of God; but the Man is left to the inward - 
Workings of his own Mind: ſo that, his na- 
tural and ordinary Liberty, as to any AQ of 
God about him, remains {till intire with him. 
At the ſame Time, it is here again to be ſaid, 
as in the former Caſe of the Elect, that Gift 
| | 18 


[+]. 


is free; and therefore, as God may to whom 


5 he pleaſes communicate Good, ſo from whom he 
1 pleaſes he may with-hold it. He is in no ſort 
„ of Juſtice bound, to the Evil and to the 
. Wicked to communicate Good ; and he cannot, 
140 by the Purity and Perfection of his Eſſence, 
5 communicate Evil. Every good Gift, and every 


perfect Gift, is from above, as the Apoſtle 
hath told us, and cometh doum from the Father 
of Lights. But Man is then tempted to Evil 
when he is drawn away, and inticed to it, of 
his own Luſt. am. i. 14, 17. wherefore, in 
either Caſe ; whether God gives, where he 
does grve toallalike; or, whether he makes a 


5 Difference, and gives to ſome more, to others 

„ : ; 

1 leſs ; or, whether he gives to ſome, what he to- 

Ts tally with-holds from others (which, however, 

* is but what thoſe others have made themſelves 
ag incapable of receiving) I fay, in each of theſe | 
+ Inſtances, it is ſtill to be ſaid, as in the Para- 


ble, —mnay not God do what he will with his | 


Sn own? Is Man's Eye evil, becauſe he is good? 
TAR Or, may Man draw Concluſions of Evil, be- | 
1 cauſe on the one Hand Good has been given 
10 where before undeſery'd ? Becauſe, on the o- | 

( 


ther, Evil has been permitted, where already 
ſelfechoſen? Or, is Man both ways abridged of 
his ordinary Freedom, if he hath the extraor- | 
 aimary Gift of God, and alſo if he hath it | 
not ? Whereas, the Truth is, that neither if he 
hath it, is he the Jeſs Free, nor if he hath it 

not. Becauſe, if he hath it, he loſes nothing of | 

what 
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Las ] 
what he had before, but ſtill hath the ſame 
with Improvement : And, if he hath it not, 
he only ſtill wants what he never had; which, 
therefore, is but a Negation of Gift, not a 
Privation of Right: For, it takes not from him 
what he cou'd ever Claim; nay, with-holds 
not what he wou'd ever Accept. Thus, either 
way, as there is an ordinary Freedom, to which 
we do, for the preſent, ſuppoſe Men to have 
been Reſtor'd ; ſo does the fame ſtill remain 
with them, whether they have God's Free 
Grace extraordinary, or whether they have it 
not. a 
There is only one Difficulty remaining in 
this Part, vi g. that the Wicked and Abandon'd 
are ſaid to be ſold under Sin; to be the Bonds- 
Men and Slaves of Sin; to be led about like 
Captives by their Luſts and Paſſions to the 
Commiſſion of Evil continually ; and yet, ge- 
nerally, to retain their ſaid Liberty notwith- 
ſtanding. Which may look like a Contradic- 
tion, but it is not: Tho', howſoever this were, 
it wou'd be nothing to God : Becauſe, the in- 
Naving of theſe Men, in the Manner above 
deſcrib'd, originally is by their own chuſing the 
Evil, and refuſing the Good : And the ſame is 
ſtill carried on, by ſo many inſtantaneous Acts 
in them, they, from Time to Time, making 
the ſame re-iterated Choice. So that, their 
Vices do hold the Rein; but, it is the Rem 
they themſelves have given, and ftill do con- 


tinue to give them: And, ſo, their Sins may 


be 


be called voluntary and involuntary, in divers 
Reſpects, at the ſame Time, without any Con- 
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trad:Qion, as above. And thus a late Tranſ- 
lator of Plato tells us, even his Author un- 
derſtood this Matter; V/SZ, that God has 
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given Men all that Light which is neceſſary 
to direct them to obey the Law of Nature 
(which he has ingrav'd in their Hearts) and 
to inform them of certain fundamental Truths, 
which inlighten the Univerſe like ſo many 
Torches: But Men have deſpis'd theſe 
Helps, and by this voluntary Contempt are 


« juſtly fallen into Blindneſs, which hinders 


them from diſtinguiſhing Truth from Error, 
or at leaſt from obeying it : And thus (ays 
he) all the vicious Actions of Men are at 
the ſame Time vnluntary and involuntary: 

L. oluntary, in their Original and Source; 


for, tis of their own Choice that they have 


thrown off the Yoke of Virtue and Right- 
eouſneſs; and, Invo/antary, often in the Ex- 
ecution: For, in ſpite of the Remorſe of 
their Conſciences, they are led away by the 
miſerable Propenfion of their Hearts, which 
induces them to commit the Evil which they 
wou'd not do: They are the Slaves of Sin, 
which Rules over them, and to the Service 
of which they have engag'd their Liberty. 


Mr. Dacier in his Life of Plato, Engliſh 
Tranſlation, p. 120. 


T have cited this Paſſage at length, not that 


L approye of all that is faid in it; but, to ſhew 
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ſome People, that voluntary and involuntary, 
in Human Actions, is no Inconſiſtency in the 
Senſe of thoſe whoſe Opinions uſe to be of 
great Authority with them. Mean while, 

I am not Ignorant, how difficult it is, in 
our way of Thinking, to ſeparate and diſtin- 
guiſh the 7 ons of an Eyent on the Part of 
God, from a fort of Fatality neceſlarily inducing” 
the Event on the Part of Man. But, I take 
this to be only one Proof, among many others, 
of the ſcanty Meaſure of our Reaſon and 
Thought : For, certainly, as knowing a Thing 
is not oy it; but, a Fact is juſt the fame 
certain Fact, whether ſuppos'd to be known, or 


vt. So knowing a Thing before is not doing, 


nor neceſſitating the doing of it before: But 
an Event Future, is of juſt the ſame certain 
Futurition, whether ſuppos'd to be known be- 


fore, or not; neither has it's certainty that it 


wit} be, any dependance at all upon ſuch Fore- 
knowledge : It will not be, as it il be; be- 
cauſe it is known that it 2, be; any more 
than it zs, as it is; becauſe it is noten that it 
ils But, it will be, becauſe all the Acts of 
the Parties, ſometime to be concern'd about it, 
will be done to bring it to be. And, therefore 
a certainty of Knowledge with a contingency . , 
in the Event, in different Reſpects, on the 
part of God and on the part of Man, are not 

in themſelyes incompatible, howſoever they 
are to our ways of Thinking hardly conceivable, 
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| „ 
Of the State of Man from his Fall, to his 


Reſtoration in Hope; and of ſome other 
Points depending hereupon. | 


\ FAN, under his Apoſtacy and Fall, as to 
himſelf, loſt, inall ReſpeQs, both Moral 

and Spiritual, or Religious, the Freedom he was 
Created to, together with the Means of Re- 
ſtoring himſelf to the ſame ; and did become 
abſolutely vaſſalig d to Sim and Death, till 
God was graciouſly pleas d to Reſtore him, |M* 
upon another Trial, by Faith with Sacrifice, . 
to a ſecond Choice, under Promiſe of a Re- 
deemer ; and therewith, conſequently, to cer- 
tain proper Degrees of Liberty, for the making 
of that Choice accordingly. And, this was 
done when the Divine Perſon, who was to be 


his Redeemer, judg'd him; and, in 7 udging, 


rr $4. _  OQ _289owmds n Coca — "TIE oY _— 


_ comfortably to him in the Garden. And] 
here, 
It is of great Importance to know what 
ſeldom is diſtinctly enough conſider d, viz. In 
what Reſpects Man was Reſtor'd (when he 
was indulg'd, as aforeſaid, with that ſecond 

Choice) and to what Degree. Now, 
As Man is a c Creature, conſtituted 
of Soul and Body, ſo are there two Species of, 
Offices, to ſome Performance of which, for 
[- ordinary Uſes (as was above ſuppos'd) he was 
| then Reftor'd; and, in his — 
whic 
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„ bis which, his faid Freedom or Liberty does con- 
other ſiſt. That we have ſome ſuch Liberty, we all 

| do perceive in our ſelyes : And the ſame is no 
I wvore than what is abſolutely neceſſary to our 
as to Being in this State: Without it we cou'd not 
oral ¶ be ſubmitted to the Probation of our preſent 
Trial, nay, cou'd not even ſo much as Sub/iſt 
here. But to proceed, ” 

Of the above-mention'd two Species of Offi- 
ces, the Former is of thoſe which are properly 


| him, and immediately Spiritual and Religions : 
-rifice, Ml. The Latter, of thoſe which are properly and 
: Re. immediately Moral and Social. 
o cer- By the Former of theſe, Man had a Power 


given him to Wiſb and Aſpire to Reconciliation 
with his Creator and Saviour; to accept the 


to be Terms of Reconciliation offer'd ; to believe, and 
dging, |Mmfeſs, his God and Saviour; to Pray to, 
And and Praiſe him; and, with Helps from Time 


to Time given him, 70 Serve and Obey him. 


what By the Latter, he has Powers and Faculties 
1. In given him, to be Prudent, Juſt, Merciful, 
hen he (our ageous, Temperate, &c. 
ſecond . The Former of theſe Offices, for many Rea- 


lons, he cou'd not now, till he ſhou'd be in- 


ituted erm d of them; nor practice to Effect, till he 

ecies off wks have Aſſiſtances thereto given him from 
h. for Above. | 

6 The Latter (by duly obſerving the other 

ion to Ppecies of Offices Spiritual and Religious, and, 
which conſequence of that Obſervance) he had 


Means to know, and Practice Or, in caſe he 
12 fail'd 
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50 
fail'd of that Obſervance, he had ſtill other 
Means, partly, by Inſtincts then re- planted in 
him; partly, by his ſhatter d Reaſon, from 
Time to Time aſſiſted and repair d by Erudi. 
tion, Traditions, Obſervations, &c. for ſecu- 
lar Uſes to find out, as alſo Powers or Facut- 
ties (for thoſe Uſes) tolerably to perform. 

By the Former of theſe, he is made capable 
of knowing, of being ſanctiſied by, and re- 
united to his Creator and Redeemer, here; and 
of being admitted to the Viſion and Enjoyment 
of him for ever hereafter, in Heaven. | 
By the Latter, he is fitted chiefly for the 

Civil Society of Men, his Brethren ; and for 
the diſcharge of Functious neceſſary to his be- 
ing in this State. And, therefore, 

The Latter of theſe, when rightly exerted, 
will depend upon, and be included by, the 
Former ; but not, contrariwiſe, the Former by 
the Latter. From all which it appears, that, 

As the Species of Offices was, ſo was the 
ſaid Liberty or Freedom, to which Man wa 
Reftor'd, two-fold. And, 

1//. With Reſpect of Acts purely Spiritual 
and Religions, he was Reſtor'd to Freedom ot 
Liberty, fo far as to accept or reject the Term 
of Mercy and {teconciliation, to be offer d hin 
by that Gracions Redeemer; to believe and 
confeſs ; and, in conſequence of belreving, ti 
perform acceptable Obedience: Or, if he wou'd 
to Cavil, Scoff, Deuy, Deſert, and * 
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ther ay. With reſpe& of Offices Moral and 

din Social (however he might ſtand with reſpect 

rom of that other Part of Offices Spiritual and Re- 
di. ligious) he was reſtor'd, generally, to Free- 
ſecu - dom or Liberty, ſo far as to be able by his In- 
culs ſtincts and ſhatter'd Reaſon ſomewhat repair d 
by Erudition, Traditions, Obſervations, (5c. 

able as above, to know and to perform all thoſe 
re- Moral Offices, immediately neceſſary to the 
and carry ing on of the Ends of Civil and Social 
ment Life ; and, perhaps, mediately Inſtrumental 
| (if he fail'd not in the other Part, Spiritual and 

r the Religious) to the giving him, at the ſame Time, 
1 for a Taſte of higher and more noble Things. 
is be- Mean while, the ſaid Liberty, taken by itſelf, 
was to extend but to ſecular and temporary 

ertech Things and Reſpects, and no more. And 
y, the this, this, is that Light ſo much talk'd of by 
er by the Philoſophers ©& as given by God to Men, 
that, © and ingraved on their Hearts, to inform 
as the © them of certain fundamental Truths which 
m well © (according to them) do enlighten the Uni- 
verſe like ſo many Torches, c.“ Moreover, 

iritual This Light ordinarily given to Man for 
dom o Moral Uſes, as above, is generally ſince call'd 
Term Natural, and the Law of Nature; Reaſon and 
d hin the Law of Reaſon : Not, that it is in Na- 


Ve and 


ture, as Nature always was ; nor, as Nature, 
ving, if 


without the ſaid general Reftoration, muſt 
wou have ſtill continued to 66: But, this being 
bel. lince the Fall, by a new Grant of Priviteges, 
240 to a certain Degree re-implanted in Man, for 
| 7 7 co ˙-·ν 


1 6n } 
common Uſes (Men rarely conſider how, or 
when, or by whom, or for what Ends) it uſu- 
ally appears to them as if it had originally been, 
and always were, abſolutely and eſſentially 
there; and they do, for the moſt Part, Talk 
and Reaſon about it accordingly. Whereas, 
had Man had no Reſtoration from the Fall ; 
he cou'd have had none, either Spirituat or 
Moral Powers: Nay, not ſo much as any 
common Phyſica] Ones: But he muſt have 
been juſt as the Devils are, all Rancour, and 
Malice, and Deſpair. And, if in that State, 
he cou'd have propagated (which however it 


appears he cou'd not, becauſe all Bleſſings Spi- 


ritual, Moral, and even Phy/ical (as aforeſaid) 
conferr'd on him with his Iunocency at the Be- 
ginning, muſt have been forfeited with the 


ſame) he muſt have propagated, not Men, as 


Man before his Fall was, or ſince his Reſtora- 
tion is, but Apoſiate and Incarnate Devils. 
Mean while, | 

With the above-faid Moral Powers, taken 
alone, and deſtitute of Santtification by the 


y-me of God, the Liberty which Man in this 


art has, ſtill is, as to the enabling him to his 
whole Duty, vaſtly defective and imperfeQ. 
For, beſides the inherent Taint by original 
Corruption, it is, notwithſtanding it's .moſt 


ſtrenuous Efforts, with a mixture and allay of 


LV ain-gtory and Sufficiency : The Offices allo, 
about which. this Liberty is exercis'd, do not 
of themſelves aſcend higher than to treat 
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with the Things of this preſent tranſitory 
World: They are with ſeverance and exciſion 
from the true Celeſtial Policy: They there- 
ſu- fore cannot, after all, conſtitute any proper 
Liberty to the Spirit or Soul of Man. Neyer- 
lly theleſs, 8 : 
It is at the fame Time to be obſerv'd, that 
„ tho this Kind of (Moral) Liberty conſtitutes 
7 


| no Religious or eee Liberty, neither do 

r Wl thoſe Moral Performances about which this 
iy Ill Liberty is exercis'd, render a Man acceptable 
to the Deity; yet, when the fame are wrought 
and by a Believer, are wrought in Faith and Love, 
_ they then have the Privilege to be made 
cr It BN Parts of Religion; to become Spiritual Per- 
Spt- ſormances; to be made Inſtruments for the ap- 
ſaid) prehending of more and more Grace; to be 
Be- called the Fruits of Faith ; and jointly, or 
| The conſequentially, with, or under, Faith, are al- 
» * Wlowd to do that which Simple Believing, 


without the ' fame cou'd not do, that is, to 
juſtify the Man. And, 2 
This, by the way, will help to ſhew diſtinct- 


aken ly, in what Senſe Faith, as Man's Part, ac- 
the cording to St. Paul; and Works, according 
this to St. James; are ſaid to Juſtify. For the 
o his Purpoſe, the Former, (as it is an Act of the 
rfed. Mind referr'd to God, and, from that Foun- 
ginal W tin of Perfection, is render d, or imputed back 
_ again to Use) does it emmently and 1 3 
a 


and, therefore alſo, in compariſon, is ſaid to 
alſo, do it by itſelf alone : The Latter (as they p 
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Acts referr'd to Faith, and are allow'd to us 
only as the Fruits of Faith, fo they) are ſup- 
poſed to do it, no otherwiſe than by a Virtue 
deriv'd to them thro Faith, and as Requifites 
and Appendants to Faith. And therefore, after 
all, the Divine Inputation and Allowance ac- 
cordingly is, with Diſtinction, to the Principal, 
tho' not without the Appeudants; and to the 
Appendants in Connexion, no otherwiſe than, 
as aforefaid, by and wander, the Principal. 

It is here moreoyer to be obſerv'd, that, 
together with our other Paſſions (which, if 
rightly conducted, are many ways uſeful to us 
in this State) God did at the ſaid Time of 
Man's Reftoration, implant in him that which 
the Holy Scripture calls, Fear and Trembling 
at bis Word; together with thoſe of Shame 
and Pty : The firſt, more properly and im- 
mediately, for Spiritual, and, the other two, 
for Meral Uſes. Now, the firſt of theſe, 
Fear and Trembling, was implanted in us, to 


give us an Awe and Reverence of the Divine Who 


Majeſty and Goodneſs, with fearful Apprehen- 
ſions from our own Weakneſs and Wants, even 
as the one and the other is at any time decla- 


red to us, I ſay, by the Word of God. But, 


all this does not enable us to render ourſelves 


acceptable to our Maker. It only ſhews us our it 


Diſeaſe, and prompts us to ſeek the Remedy in 
our Saviour; and, ſo, indeed, fits us for the 


Operations of the Divine Love, thro the Holi 


Ghoſt ; by which after all,, we are made fully 
accepted 
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7 8575 and are re- united to our God. But, 
if this Affection does exceed, or act alone, 


without Faith and Confeſſion, it is then hurt- 


ful: It ſettles in Servitude to Horror, and 


tends to Deſperation. And, 
This again, by the way, will ſhew us the 
Order of God's preventing Grace, as conſiſtent 
ill with Man's Free Choice: Which the A- 
poſtle alſo hath diſtinguiſh'd for us, where he 
liys—//ork out your own Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling For, it is God which work- 
th in you to Will and to Do, OF HIS 
GOOD PLEASURE. Phil. ii. 12, 13. Up- 
on which Words I defire my Reader to ob- 
ſerre, that, it is not ſaid—God worketh in us 
to Will and to Do, abſolutely and fimply, as 
if nothing were left for us to ill and to Do. 
No, but that God worketh in us, to Jill and 
% Do OF HIS GOOD PLEASURE. Mean 
while, we alſo are required to York ſomething 


or ourſelves, with Fear and Trembling (as a- 


bove) for the apprehending of that whereby 
de are . hem) or accepted, of GOD ; 
nd then, God works the reſt, to deal the ſame 
n us, unto well-pleaſing finally to himſelf. So 
that here we may ſay, with Apoſtolic Autho- 
ity, that, to our ordinary free Choice, for ap- 
prehenſion by Faith and Conſeſſion, God's 
Grace extraordinary, is Succeſſion ; but for 
Eff? in Mell-pleaſing, (as above) the ſame is 


e fully freventive. So, 


accepted 


K . of 
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Ol the other two Affections more properly 
and immediately for Moral Uſes, it is like. 
wiſe to be ſaid, that the Former of theſe, - that 
of Shame, was implanted in Man, to give him 
an Abhorrence of ſome Vices and Crimes; and, 
the Latter, — that of Pity, to raiſe in him a 
Fellow-feeling with others in their Afflictiom 
and Wants, and, by that Means, to ſtir him 
up to benign and merciful Actions: So that, 
the ſaid Affections are given us in Aid and Alle- 
viation of our other Miſeries and Defects, to 
ſerve as a ſort of Scouts and Watches to Con- 
ſcieuce, to look out and give us warning of the 
Motions and Approaches of the Enemy; But, 
they do by no Means enable us to conquer and 
expel him: Rather, they are Indications, al 
the while, of a certain Incurable Guilt and 
Miſery in us; — Incurable, I mean, by any 
Skill or Power in ourſetves ; and fo, are Badges 
of our Servitude; nay, they do not barely 
give us &nowledee of a certain original and in- 
erent Taint in us; but they make us feel it; 
howſoever ſome Wretches do endeayour to 
harden themſelves (in ſpite of the Evidence of 
their own common Senſe) to diſpute it. Certain- 
ly, if all were naturally free and perfect, and 
right, and well, with us (as thoſe Men do pre- 
tend) there would be no need of theſe ſtanding 
natural Monitors of ſomething {till ſervile, and 
defective, and wrong, and ii in our Nature. 
And therefore, again, tho' in ſome Reſpeds, 
the ſaid Affections of Shame and Pity, are 


even 
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From that two-fold Reſtoration to Mora] 
and Spiritual Liberty, and to the Effects of 
each, ſtated as above, may be drawn three or 
four Inferences in dependance one upon ano- 
ther. Vin. = 
/f. That, if God hath provided and found 
the Means of Man's Spiritual Liberty, then 
muſt he declare or reveal the ſame to Man, 
with all that is Man's Part or Duty in conſe 
quence ; otherwiſe,, Man can never poſlibly 
come at the knowledge of either. | 
 2dly. That, if God, for the Reaſon abor 
aſſign'd, muſt have declar'd or reveal d to 
Man, the Means of his Reſtoration to Spin 
tual Liberty, Sc. then muſt Man (when be 
has ſuch Declaration or Revelation made and 
given to him) ſubmit himſelf to be guided by 
and acquieſce in it. He can have no Liberty i 
oppoſe or overlook ſuch Revelation, and tt 
think his cewn Thoughts, to reaſon his ou 
Reaſonings, to judge his own Judgments, witi 
out, or againſt ſuch Revelation; that is, he cat 
have no allowance to be, what they now- 
Days call A FREE-THINKER. All th. 
ſet up to be ſuch, do it at their own infinit 
Peril: They only break looſe to manun 
themſelves: They make themſeives Runaws 
and Nebels; and, therefore, inſtead of Proc 
ring themſelves Liberty, as they madly Fri 
mite themſelves; they can only look to hai 
their Toke and Chain of Bondage tyed in 
nitely fe aſter and ſtraighter upon them, N 
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by being made ſubject in the way of their 
Lord's Buſineſs, but being bound under Ser- 
vitude to his ſevereſt Hrath and Puniſhment. 
34ly. It is from the Premiſſes to be inferr'd 
that, if Man cou'd have known nothing of Of: 
fices Spiritual and Religious, as aforeſaid, with- 
out a Revelation ; then can it not be imagin'd 
(without impiouſly derogating from the di- 
vine Wiſdom and Goodneſs) that God wou'd 
ever turn Men over to that ropiau Scheme of 
Religion commonly call'd Natural. And, in 
Fact, there never was, nor, indeed, ever cou'd 
be, properly any ſuch Religion in the World 
for, if mere Light of Nature had ſtruck out a 
Religion; or, rather, if there were a Religion 
ingraven in Men's Minds by Nature (as there 


muſt be, if there were a Natural Religion) 


then muſt this Religion be uniform and untvere 
ſal, as are our Appetites and TO our 
common Apprehenſ1ons and Senſes. Surely, the 
Belief of a Thouſand Gods, acknowledg'd with 
ten Thouſand differently modified Rites; and, 
of a future State, according to the wild Notte 
ons of the Ancient and Modern Pagans, of 
the Magians and Mahometans : Setting up 
Fate or Chance, above or beſide God; can 
never be admitted for Proof, that the Know- 
ledge of God and of a Future State, with a 
multitude of other Points depending hereupon, 
were from Nature. This infinitely divided 


Belief of theſe Matters, is indeed Evidence of 
the contrary, And, as for that Form of Natu- 
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ral Religion, in ſpecial, which our Modern 
Reaſoners have deviſed to sketch out to us, 
this is ſo far ſhort of univerſal (which, J ſay, 
it ſhou'd be if it were from Nature) that it was 
never yet found, where Nature was left to her 
own ſimple Workings ; no, not fo much as in 
any one Man born into the World: But the 
ſame, wherever it has been pretended to, has 
been the manifeſt Product of Artifice and Con- 
trivance. The old Pagans and Philoſophers 
univerſally profeſſed that, in Religious Matters, 
they went upon Traditions, howſoever the 
ſame were variegated and compounded in 


| handing downwards from one Age and Nation 


. 


to another: The Magians and Mahometans 
ſtole, and patch'd together, the Feathers with 
which they ſeverally bedeck'd themſelves, in 
ſuch manner, that it is to this Day diſcovera- 
ble to what Bird each Feather originally did 
belong: Believers always gloried that the 


had a Revelation to go by. Even the Patri- 


archal Religion (whatſoever ſome may think 
of it) was not from Nature; no, nor of the In- 
vention of Men, but by Revelation. For, 
beſides the many particular Revelations on ma- 
ny particular Occaſions given to the Patriarchs, 
that Religion, in general, was with Sacrifices : 
Which muſt have been inſtituted, becauſe no 
reaſoning of Men from any natural Powers of 
theirs, cou'd ever have hit upon, and ſettled 
them, in the manner wherein we find they 
were afterwards univerſally obſery'd, in many 


reſpects 


719 
. I reſpets as to the ſubſtance of their Rituale in 
dern the main, by Believers and Apoſtates, alike : 
us, WW Nay we alſo find in the ſacred Records, that 
fay, when the Patriarchal Services (after their diſuſe 
or abuſe in Egypt) were again ſet up by a Law 
| of Reviver in the Wilderneſs, with addition of 
other Services, under the Moſaic Diſpenſation, 
they were call'd [n{{ztutions, in ſuch manner as 
ſhews, that the Terms expreſſive of this Part, 
were not then firſt impos'd, as upon a Ritual 
of new Appointment, but, that they had been 
ſo applied to the ſaid Services, in general, from 
ſormer and well-known Uſage; I mean, in ſuch 
manner as ſhews, that the ſaid Services had be- 
fore Time, even from the Beginning, been, 
what they were then call'd, as aforeſaid, Inſti- 
tutions. So there never was ſuch a thing as na- 
tural Religion, tho many (with the Helps they 
have had * reveal d Religion, Traditions, and 
their own curious Inventions) have given the 
World ſeveral Draughts or Plans, which they 
haye thought fit to call Delineations of that ſu 
pos d Religion. And, if ever the Deiſts ſhall leave 
pecking at Foundations, which they can never 
reach to diſturh them; endeayouring to find 
fault with a Revelation which they never 
under ſtocd; and ſhall preſent us with ſome 
SCheme, which, among the Religions of other 
Infdels, may merit to be call'd by name of a 
Religion; we will then alſo ſhew them from 
whence they had it, and that it was not from 
Nature. Once more: 


By 


( 72 ] 

By the ſame Rule that we prove there is 
Mey no Religion of Nature, we ſee the 
[mpropriety of an Expreſſion which has been 
lately made the Title of a Book, I mean, The 
Morality of Religion. By which is under- 
ftood, that Moral Works, do conſtitute the 
Effence of Religion; that the ſaid Works will, 
or muſt (by a Law of Nature prior and ſu- 
perior to all Revelation) intitle Men to the 
Divine Acceptance; and, finally, that the ſame 
Works are neceſſarily to be our Employment 
and Reward to Eternity in the World to 
come; which they are not: For, Moral 
Works in a Believer are the Fruits or Efects 
of his Faith or Religion; and are imputed 
back again to him hr his Faith : But, in an 
Unbeliever, thoſe Works neither receive any 
Virtus from his Religion, nor give any to it; 
neither are they imputed to the Man for /zvmng 
Virtues, but are, as to his Soul or Spirit, dead 
and ineſficacious Works, of no Virtue or Worth, 
atall. I necd not produce Proofs of this from 
Scripture ; thoſe Proofs will offer themſelves 
in abundance to every Reader, that can, and 
ll, but turn into his Bible: But the reaſon 


hereof is, that Moral Works or Virtues, have 


(when we thoroughly conſider their Nature, 
their Original and Effects) nothing abſolute or 
perfect in themſelves; but, when deſtitute of 
Sanctification by true Religion are no more 
than Relatives to their contrary Vices; and 
are what they are, but comparatively with 

| reſpect 


BY 


reſpe& of thoſe Vices, and of the exorbitancy 
of our Paſſjons,' ſince we fell into this State, 


and temperate, what Virtue wou'd it be call'd, 
were it not for that continual — and 
Contention which we have with Motions and 


Exceſs * Much more may it be ask'd, where 
| thoſe fair Streams of Juſtice and Temperance 
are polluted with theſe contrary Mixtures, how 
are they Virtues ® Or, (if Virtues they muſt 
| be call d) how far ſhort of abſolute and perfect, 
after all, muſt they appear, where the very 
beſt of them ever is with an hard and narrow 
eſcape from Vice : And never without carry- 
ing off ſome tinge, ſome defilement and diſgrace, 


other Moral Works : They are Virtues but 
comparatively, and with reſpec? of their contra- 
Y Vices. And, therefore, even the State of 
Innocency before the Fall (in which Man was 
clear of all Vice) is no where call'd a State of 
Morality : Much leſs will our conſummation in 
Bliſs be a State of Morality, as thoſe Noveliſts 
do ſuppoſe, who tells us, that © The higheſt 
* Good of Mortal Man 1sthe uniform Prattice 
* of Morality CHOSEN BY OURSELVES, 
* as our Happimeſs here, and OUR EX- 
* CEEDING GREAT REWARD Here- 
i after.” Whereas God himſelf did all orher- 
wiſe tell the Father of the Faithful - I am thy 
Wield, and thy Ws great Reward. 


Gen. 


and while we do continue in it. To be juſt 


Temptations on all Hands to Iniquity and 


from it? The ſame thing is to be ſaid of all 
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define, what we ſhall be. This only-we know, 


Pall be like him in Glory, for we bub foe hum f 
as bo is, and in KN ſhall . „ 
t 


i, will be ſwallow'd up as Rivers in the Ocean, 
in the ſum of all Perfection, in the Viſiom and 


that it is not without a mixture of Grief and 


Es... 
Gen. xv. 1. And the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of on? 
State after our great Change at the ReſurretFion, 
hath inform'd us, f that, it Aue * yet appear, | = 
howſoever theſe bold Men have ventur'd to 


that when he (our Saviour) ſpall - appear, ur 


his Glory : So that, thefe Imperſections which 
do more or leſs cover and deform all that yow 


Enjoyment of God, in the other Life. = 
I cannot help here obſerving to my Readers, 


Judignation, that I find myſelf oblig'd to throw 
out this Remark ; I, who am not old, being 
yet old enough to remember the Time (before 
two or three Writers of this Stamp appear d, 
I mean, not from the Quarters. of the Adver- 
ſary profeſs'd, but from amongſt ourſelves) when 
almoſt every Child cou'd have told the differ- 
ence in Point of Excellency betwixt Moralty 
and Spirituality; and wou'd have thought a 
Man employ'd his Time very idly in diſpoſing 
Arguments to prove, that the Latter of theſe 
is not Born, and included by, the Former, but, 
that the Former is contrariwiſe Born, and 1n- 
cluded by, the Latter; whereas, now, Multi- 
tudes, overcome by the oft-repeated Dalilean 
Flatteries of theſe Men-pleaſers (who have 
been making their Court to us thro the _ 
; ide 


tos] 
Side of our Vanity, with Compliments of, I 

know not what, ſelf-ſufficient. Virtues in our- 
ſelves, to bring aur ſelues near to God) have at 
length yielded their Heads to be ſborn and 
deſpoild, of that wherein their great, and, in- 
deed, only Strength and Virtue lay; I mean, 
the ſpirituality of our holy Religion; in place 


5 whereof they have ſet up their own weak and 


beeggarly. Morality, which (to uſe our Poets 
Words) hath now - ; pe ws : 
Set them to Grind, Eyeleſs, withSlaves at Gaza. 
Such is the Succeſs theſe Undertakers have 
had, and theſe the Thanks they deſerve of their 
deluded Country-Men, for lowering down to 
Nothing the great and lofty Things of Chriſti- 
anity by their perverted and groveling. Ac- 


counts! I pray God (if it may be) in Time to 


turn and pardon them. 
. III. 


Of the Condition of Man from his Reſtoration 
in Hope, ill his actual Redemption by 


Jeſus Chriſt. 1 


ff Ankind, under their Reftoration to a 
econd Choice, and, therewith, to Moral 


| and Spiritual Liberty, to the degree and effects 


above ſet forth, did almoſt univerſally Apoſta- 
tige again: The Ante-diluvian World, all but 
one Family : And, of the Poſt-diluvian, the 
Nations, in general, from the Affair at Babel 
and downward; and the greater part of the 
Jraelites, in particular, during their ſtay in 

Lt Egypt 
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Egypt and in the Wilderneſs. And, on this 


occaſion, becauſe of the abounding of Tranſ- 
greſlions, the Moſaic Law was given, and all 
thoſe Nations in groſs, with the bulk of the 
Iſraclites, who, from Time to Time revolted, 
and fell away; all, in ſhort, who were not 


found within the Sept of the Aaronic Taberna- 


cle, were again Excommunicated, Altenated, 
and In//av'd. Only the Divine Promiſe was 
{till kept open to a Body of Reſerve, which 
(from God's Fore-knowing their adberence to 
him by Faith, and his concluding the reſt in 
their Unbelief) was call'd a Remnant; and, 
the Ele, And, here, 

As there are a World of pernicious Errors 
gone Abroad, concerning the State of Men 
under this Apoſtacy ; ſeveral Perſons of great 
Note, even among Chriſtian Drvines, of late 
Years, nay, of late Days, having writ Volumes 
to perſuade us, that Revolters of almoſt all 
Denominations, within this Period, have ſtill bes 
liev'd and worſhipp'd ONE SUPREAM NUMEN, 
the ſame that Bel/zevers in all Ages have done: 
Not confidering, that, in aſſerting this, they do 
at once contradict the Holy Scriptures of both 
the Old and New Teſtament, which were chief- 
ly written to teach the difference betwixt the 
true God of Believers and the falſe God, or 
Gods, of the Apoſtates; and, to warn Men 
every where to furn from the Adoration of 
theſe Vanities, to the Faith and Worſhip of 
that one only living, and true God, I fay, as 


ſuch 


1 


ſuch ſcandalous and pernicious Errors on this 


Subject are gone out, Errors plainly tending to 
make Men look upon all Religions as the ſame; 
and to ſettle them on the Lees of that flat In- 

difference to True and Falſe, Sacred and 
Profane, which is the Grief and Shame of our 
Times ; it wou'd be expedient, in this Place, to 
conſider and ſhew at large, the Riſe and Pro- 
greſs of Idolatry, thro' its ſeveral chiefeſt Stages, 
viz. From the Affair at Babel, to the Time of 


Orpheus; from the Time of Orpheus, to the 


Magians and Philoſophers ; from the Magians 
and Philoſophers, to the coming of our Saviour; 
and, from our Saviour, to Julian the Apoſtate; 
with the Original, in particular, of the Fabu- 
lous or Poetic Scheme; as alſo the Refinements, 
or, rather, Subterfuges and Evaſions, of the 
Magians and Philoſophers, after ſome Account 
of the Writings of the Prophets was gone a- 
broad among the Gentiles; by Means where- 
of, theſe came to know, what Abſurdities and 
Abominations were from thence charged upon 
themſelves and their Brother Idolaters in I- 
rael, by Belicvers; and, ſo, learned to ma- 
nage the Game they had to play, accordingly : 
To which ſhou'd be added an Account alſo of 
the State and Conduct of the later Pagans and 


7 ſince the Time of our Saviour, 


with the more ſubtle Farce they had to act, 
after the Scriptures and Writings of the Chriſ- 


tian Fathers were publiſhed to the World. 


For, it might eaſily be made appear, that they 
85 as den 
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were hereby ut upon a Thouſand Tricks, and 
Shifts, to diſguiſe and ſalve the abominable 
Abſurdities ky their real Opinions and Tenets ; 
all which later Chriſtians not conſidering, do 
often cite their Writings very injudicioufly, 
and much to the Prejudice of their own Cauſe: 
While, taking Accounts of Paganiſm, in their 
Simplicity, from theſe Jugglers ; they are 
often impos'd on to put true, and ſpurious, Pa- 


ganiſm i in the Place of one another; do miſtake 


the State of the Controverſy betwixt the 
Heathen and Chriſtian Writers of thoſe Times; 
and, ſo, are often at a loſs to diſtinguiſh what 


Paganiſm and Chriſtianity properly was, nd 


75, or what Doctrines ſtrictly do belong to 
each : As I cou'd ſhew by multitudes of Ex- 
am les. But, 

is wou'd take up a large Treatiſe: 5 And, 
therefore, I can here only juſt point at what is 
wanting, and muſt reſerve this Task (if it 


pleaſe God) for a future Work, which I may 


perhaps ſome time draw up; unleſs ſome more 
able Hands prevent me: For which they ſhall 
have mine, and, I truſt, will have the Thanks of 
all ſerious and 2 ucerè Chriſtians, I come, now, to 


The Fourth and Laſt C H A PTA. 


Of the Condition of Mankind from the actual 
Redemption by Chriſt, until now. _ 


HE Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt was 

the Price once paid for the 2 of 

all 1 ankind, either as taten Captive 55 ” 
evil 


tain Pale, 


| ſebves, ont of the Evangelical Call 
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Devil in their firſt Father * or, as 728 
wolted and fallen away by any neu Apo 
fince. nd ſufficient is this ps dpoeg, 
the ſaving of all, howſoeyer there be ſtill 
many 105 che ſaving of whom, the fame, thro? 
theſe Own dell des not extend. 

I obſery'd above, that Elect, was a name 
foe” Belevers under the former Diſpcnſation of 
the Law: And the ſame has been, and ig, 
continued to Believers likewiſe uoder this laft 
Call to Reſtoration by Chrift thro? the Goſpel ; 
Even becauſe, with reſpect of his Call, many 
Perſons and Nations appear now to have made 
a N Forfeiture By Reaſon whereof, the 

ſpel ny ich was once preach'd from our 
PET: Hands to the extream Indies) again is, 
by che Ante acy of many Perſons and Nations 
and the ofi {al of more, ſhut up within a cer- 
rom Time to Time, known and al- 

lowed by God, This appears to be that 
State of the Chriſtian Church which in the A. 
pocalypſe is call'd, the Flight of the Woman in- 
to the Hlderneſs, in which ſhe alſo muſt con- 
tinue, till ſhe comes to the promis'd Land and 
City, of the Heavenly Canaan, and Feruſa- 
lem which is above. Mean while, Men, here 
again, have other very different Degrees of 
Liberty ; either as they are, or have * them- 
5 

they do remain within it: As they are, by 
any refuſal or r of my on, unrege- 
nerated; 


werated ;.. or, as they. are, or do continue, 
regenerated.” 

Firſt, As Men are without the ſaid Call 
and unrecenerated : Suppoſing they fell not 
into this State: by, Means of any Apoſtacy, or 
Refuſal of their own or of their Anceſtors, as 
above, ſince the Times of the Goſpel; but 
are deſcended. of a Race of Anceſtors . any 


Ak 4 4 + 


2 Key = abt for he” mean 
Time, by Reaſon of their, old Hereditary 
Forf: -iture before Chriſt came, ſtill under ac- 
lh Ca - and Bondage. But, if, on the 
other Hand, they fell into this unregenerate 
State, by Means of ſuch refuſal of, or Apoſ- 
tacy from, the Goſpel once preach'd, and 


Grace once imparted, to them; (which, IL 


doubt, is generally the Caſe of the now Jeu- 
z/h, ae and Mahometan World, as alſo 
of the Pelagian, Socinian, and Deiſt Tares a= 
mong the Chriſtian M, heat) there then remains 
a Doubt concerning them, how far they may 
be at length repudiated by God, and, ſo, be 


even put out of that general Capacity of Free- 


dom by Chriſt, which all the World once had, 
but I am not ſure, it now hath, and always 
ſhall 
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ſhall have. Certainly, ſo far as we can judge 


by Appearances and Facts, Things for many 
Apes have look'd, as if many Perſons and Na- 


tions had been excluded the benefit of that 


conditional Privilege of Spiritual Liberty by 
Faith in Chriſt feſus; the Means of this Pri- 
vilege, by the Preaching the true Goſpel of 
Chriſt among them, having not been offer to 


S them: Which can no way be accounted for, 


except by ſome recent Forſeitures made by 


E themſelves, of the Overtures or Communicati- 
ons of Grace, which themſelves or their An- 
ceeſtors, ſince the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 
have ſometime had. 
E ſingle Perſon may refuſe, or fall away from, 
and ſo forfeit, the ſaid gracious Liberty; and, 


For, doubtleſs, ' any 


conſequently, any collective Body of Perſons, 


a Church or Nation, may do the ſame: Which 


i; a Point of great Concernment to be conſider'd, 
that they who are yet within the Terms of 
Mercy, act not ſo as finally to exclude them- 
ſelyes from them: Beſides that, the right Con- 


ſideration of this, will help to account for a 


great number of other Points, which, for want 
of knowing this, are often controverted among 


Chriſtians. 


24ly. As Men have embrac'd the Call and 
are Regenerated, they are reſtor'd (tho' not to 


full Perfection of Spiritual Liberty, yet) to Li- 


berty as fully perfect as they are capable of in 
this State, even to that of being called the Sons 
F Cod. But, with Theſe there is ſtill a Mix- 

| M ture 
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ture. For, thoſe generally call'd Children, 
may be either true Children; Children of the 

Ingdom; Children of Light ; Children of Pro- 
miſe; elect Children known to God and ſealed 
withthe Holy Spirit of Promiſe; or, ſtrange, diſ- 
obedient, rebellious, r Children: 
Who, either do perſevere thro' Sufferings, or 
who do in Time of Temptation fall away. 
The Diſtinction ſeems to be in the Election ac- 
cording to God's Fore-knowleage and its Con- 


ſequences; the Elect, according to God's Fore- 


knowledge, will aſſuredly ſtaud: Becauſe the 
Lord knoweth them that are his, and they 
cannot commit Siu, fo as to become Caſtaways ; 
becauſe they are born of God, and his Seed a- 
bideth in them; and keepeth them, 10 that, that 
wicked one toucheth them not. But, neither 
does this imply that any force is uſed upon 
them, to make them the leſs properly Free- 
Agents : For, that they cannot commit Sin, is 
not of Impotency but Averſion; it is, as an 
honeſt and juſt Man cannot do a baſe and vil- 
lainous Act; becauſe every ſuch Act is his 
Loathing and Abhorrence. Or, if they are drawn 
to perſevere; it is ſtill with the Cords of a 
Man ; with the Cords of Perſuaſion, Love, 
and S d ii, with kind Means and Aſſiſtan- 
ces offer d; that having a Good Mill to accept, 
and embrace, the Divine Call; they may 
have a Working alſo to effect with their Good 
Will. And, for this there are ſaving Clauſes 


in abundance to expreſs, that God keeps his 


Children 


[ 8; ] 


Children no otherwiſe than as they Keep or hold 


py Faith and a good Conſcience ; as they keep their 
be 
4 Garments, and themſelves, unſpotted from the 
W World : And that his Allurements are no Com- 
7 pulſions upon their Mills forcing them as Ma- 
. chines to Good; but, contrariwiſe, that we 
= have a Liberty or Free- Agency to Good, which 
ay ſtill is not only conſiſtent with thoſe Allure- 

" WW ments, but which is properly owing to them. 


And ſo the Church expreſſes herſelf in her 
Prayer to Chriſt in the Canticles--Do thou 
draw us, and, then we will run after thee. 
That is, Of our ſelves we have no Ability 
but to Evil Do thou, therefore, allure and 
draw us with the Cords of thy Love, and then 
we, that are otherwiſe generally Averſe, and 
Lame and Dead to thee and to thy Goodneſs, 
ſhall inſtantly revive, love, and long for thee, 
and, with power and agility of Inclination and 
Action, follow, and even run after, thee. But, 
ſtill this is that Kingdom of God which cometh 
not with Obſervation. For tho' the Lord 
knoweth them that are his; and we have a 
Rule whereby to ure our Hearts from Time 
to Time, before God : Yet, are there no certain 
Indications of this outwardly given to the 
World, that a Man may fay, I here, or lo 
there, is a Child, or Servant of God, Seal'd 
with the Seal of the Irving God in his Fore- 
bead, and predeſtinated in the Divine Fore- 
knowledge to eternal Life. For, as to outward 
Gifts, and Means; all, baptized into the * 
2 O 
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not a forcible Spirit; ſo will his 
Graces be to them, as they are in themſelves 


ſolute, full, or final, Regeneration: 


841 
of Chriſt, all, as to Man's Judgment, have, or 
may have, them, in many reſpects, alike. Nay, 
it is to be beliey'd that all Baptized, as afore- 
ſaid, have at ſome Time or Times, in the 


main, the ſame Degree and Taſte of the Spirit 


and of Spiritual Iufluences upon them: Yet, 
if, with all this, they want that Self -teeping, 


and that Selfraſſurancè from Time to Time a- 


bove mention'd; as the òpirit is ſtill 5 and 
ifts and 


not ft, but forfeitable : Perſons and Things, 
here, being, as the Apoſtle informs us, both 
perfect, and not perfect, in divers reſpects, at 


the ſame Time: So that no Man's Regeneration 


(otherwiſe than comparativily, and by the 
Divine Predeſtination in eee, is ab- 

ut, the 
Neſurrection to Glory, is after all, by way of 
Eminence, call'd the Regeneration, nay, not 


only the Regeneration but the Adoption, and 


Redemption alſo, of our Body. Rom. viii. 23, 
So that, our Regeneration and Adoption, do ap- 
pear, for the preſent, to be partial, in our Spi. 
vit or Soul only; whereas, our full and final 
Regeneration and Adoption in our Body allo, 
is reſery'd for hereafter, for the Time of the 
Reſurrection. Only to this we have the earn- 
eſt of the Spirit, in the mean while, in out 
Soul, here. But, may not ſome Men forfeit 
their earneſt ? It appears that the Holy Spirit, 
whereby we are Sealed as above, in our Spirit 
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or Soul, to the Day of Redemption, may be 
grieved, or vexed, with our corrupt Communi- 
cations afterwards : And, there is ſuch a Thing 
as having even been Illuminated ; having taſted 
of the Celeſtial Gift ; having been made Par- 
takers of the Holy Ghoſt ; having taſted of the 


good Word of God, and of the Power of the 
Horld to come: And yet after all, there may 


be a falling away from all this; a drawing 
back to Perdition ; a quenching, grieving, doing 
deſpite to, the Spirit of Grace; a falling from 
Grace ; a failing, or being deſtituted, of Grace, 
in ſuch manner, that it ſhall not be poſſible to 
renew them any more again for ever: That is, 
in ſhort, Men may be Renew'd by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and yet may afterwards fall from this 
Renewal in ſuch ſort, as that it ſhall not be poſs 
ſible to Renew them any more again for ever, 
It implies that Men may be renew'd to their 
primary and general Chriſtian State of Renewal, 
by new Ads of Repentance, Faith, Devotion, 
and the uſe of the Holy Euchariſt, ſeveral 
Times; and, that they may finally fall from 
the ſame, ſo that they never can be renew'd 

again. ü | 
For, we are moreover told, that a Man may 
eyen be the Temple of God, and yet defile his 
Temple, and be deſtroy'd; that he may make 
the Members of Chriſt the Members of an 
Harlot; may put off the old, and put on the 
nec, Man, which is renew'd after the Image 
of him that created him; and, fo, may become 
A 


[ 36 ] 
a new Creature; and, yet, forfeit the Benefit 
of this, if he do not continue to walk by this 


Rule; that he may live in, or by, the Spirit, 


and it ſhall not ſuffice, unleſs he Wall, or per- 


ſevere alſo, in the Spirit, that he may be called 


to the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us 
free; and, yet, forfeit this Liberty, by abuſing 
it for an occaſion to the Fleſh. Nay, the A- 
poſtle mentions ſome, who were Children of 


Godin Chriſt Feſus; who had put on Chriſt; were 


Abraham's Seed, and Heirs according to the Pro- 
miſe ; God having ſent the = of his Son into 
their Hearts, crying, Abba Father; and who not- 
withſtanding all this, when even they knew God, 
or rather were known of God, were for turn- 
ing back to the beggarly Elements, ſo that he 


_ was afraid of them, leſt he had beſtow/d on 


them Labour in vain. We are moreover ex- 
horted, to male our Calling and Election ſure : 
And, are promiſed, that we ſhall reap, but 
conditionally, F we faint not, &c. 
All which does but follow the Condition of 
Man's chants we generally given him, as has 
been abovedeſcrib'd : Withthis there can, I ſay, 
be nothing certain, but the Election and Obſrg- 
nation in the Divine Preſcience of a Man's per- 


| ſevering to the End in the right uſe of that 
Agency. 


I think our Modern Eſprits Forts (who 
Reaſon as if either Nature were God, or, at leaſt, 
did give Laws to God) have no Notion of any 
Liberty but to follow Nature, that is, the ever 
| vary ing 


( 87 ] 

varying Proteus of their own natural Inſtinets, 
and to live as they liſt. By which Means they 
have ſtoutly extricated themſelves out of all 
Intanglements. They have neither Law, nor 
Traditions, nor Reaſon, nor Revelation, nor 
Philoſophy, nor Religion, but to commit theme 
ſelyes, at all Adventures, without Card or 
Cons to the vaſt Ocean of Imagination; 
to Think any thing, 7alk every thing, and Be- 
lieve nothing. And tho' this ſplits them (as it 
neceſſarily muſt) intoa Thouſand fantaſtic Seas, 
making them give the moſt different, and even 
contradictory, Accounts of Virtue, Vice, Li- 


f berty, Servitude, every Thing! As they are 


of different Complexions and Tempers amongſt 


E themſelves ; yet, are they ſtill at Eaſe! Such 


is the Ad vantage of an abſolute State of Iudif- 


| ference and Inertitude to every thing but that 
one to which they always are ſufficiently eager 


and ſtrenuous, vi. Oppoſition to the Truth! 
The Truth, unknown, unſought ! Not ſo, 
Their Heathen Fathers, the Philoſophers, 


but, theſe Men more inquiſitive Scrupulous 


and Tender (betwixt the Study of Morality ; 
the Nature, Number, and Reſidence, of their 
falſe Gods, and ſome Traditions which they 
had of the true, but were reſoly'd to Rifle and 


| pervert; the fitneſs or unfitneſs of the vulgarly 


received Rites of Worſhip, Sc.) were at their 
Wit's End : But, among all their Perplexities 
no one diſtreſſed them more than that ſtrange 
Tradition which they had receiv'd of _ 
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ſort of Liberty from ſome ſort of Servitude, t6 
be obtain'd (by what Means they either cou'd 
not tell, or wou'd not acknowledge) to the 
Spirit or Soul of Man. The Epicureans made 
Liberty to conſiſt in a-negative kind of Hap- 
pineſs, and indolent Freedom from Cares and 
Anxieties, by affecting an abſolute indifference to 
Events. The Stoicks made their Wiſe Man 
FREE, and all the reſt of the World SEAVES: 
But, their Charter of Immunities lay in their 
own Prudence and Fortitude only; the laſt 
Reſource of which (when they were preſſed 
with any Difficulty or Diſtreſs beyond their 
Philoſophical Bearing) was with a ſullen, and 
deſperate, Reſentment to diſpatch, and vindi- 
cate, themſelves to Liberty with their Dag- 


gers. Plato, and his Maſter Socrates (who 


had ſomewhere heard more than they wou'd 
tell, and often mutter'd more than they wou'd 


have underſtood) talk'd in Confuſion of Vir- 
tue, Wiſdom, Purification, Liberty, and Ne- 


union with their firſt Cauſe, or God: But, not 
confeſſing the true Spirit of God, but a certain 
(Supream) 1 of Nature only: M a Mind or 
Wiſdom diffus'd thro' this Syſtem, pervading 
— comprehending the whole, and every part 
of it; with certain familiar Demons of their 
own, and making their ſaid Re- union to be 
with ſuch Spirit or Mind or Damon, they ſtill 
laps d into a ' Communion or Partaking with 


Devils and not with God, and fo, in all their 


Searches inſla ved chemſelves more and more, 
without 
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Taſte or 
iberty was. But, to 


In the true State of Enfranchiſement by 
Chriſt Jeſus, there is ſtill a Difficulty remain- 
ing; tho', from what has been ſaid, the Reader 
ſees already. how it may be ſolv'd. Faith is 
aid, as by our Homilifts above, to be Man's 
Part for Fuſtification; and yet to be alſo the 
Gift of God. Both Which Affirmations again 
(bowſoe ver ſeemingly Contradictory) are true. 
For, it is Mans Part, for Apprehenſion, by 
Recognition and Confeſſion ; and God's Part for 
Efett in Operation. Both which the Father 
of the Demoniac Child did expreſs in two 
ords— Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbe- 
ef. Mar. ix. 24. - 

But whereby (may we ask) doth Faith o- 
perate, as above? The Apoſtle hath told us,— 
Love. For, in Chriſt * ſays he, neither 
ircumciſion availeth any thing, nor Uncircum- 
fon, but Faith which WORKETH BT 

OVE. Gal. v. 6. But this is done interme- 
lately by that Divine Virtue, which is the 
troximate 1/ſne or Product of Faith, that is, 
Hope, as the Anchor of the Soul, entring in- 
to that within the Vail of the true Sanctum 
danctorum in Heaven, and bringing back, glad 
[ſurance of the Divine Love, to our Souls. 
ind, at the ſame Time to teach us, that this is 
ot our Part, he ſays a Lode of God 
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is ſbed abroad in our Hearts, by the 77 oſt: 
which ig given to us. Ro 7H 1. Whereſo 
alſo” he fays in another Place, the Fruit of thy 
Spirit is Love. Gal. v. 22. So St. John tells 
Love is of God. 1 John iv. 7. For the ſame 
Reaſon the fore-cited Apoſtle calls. the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Spirit of Lovg,, And St. Fohn. fag 
again God is Love. That is, he is effentially 
ſo in himſelf, and, communicatively ſo, to ut 
in Queries and Effetf; , And. 
his has brought me about to a full Reſo- 
lution of the Queſtion, iich J did, in this Patt 
chiefly ſet out upon; even demonſtrating where- 
in Faith, is the Part of Man, and wherein it 
is the Gift of God; wherein the ſaid Father 
F the Demoniac Child believed, and whert- 
an he nevertheleſs ſtill wanted help to his 
unbelief. And, þ \ 
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Buy a like Diſtinction we may account for 


Repentance, in what Reſpects it is the Af 
of Man, and, in what, it is the Gift of God. 
For, in Fear and Trembling at the Word if 
God, as aboye, it is the Part of Man; 
but, for Converting the Heart to God, in 
drawing it with the Cords of his Love, by 
1 Ek Spirit, to himſelf ; it is the Gift 
of God. 

This has been an Excurſion, and a longer 
one than I at firſt deſign'd: But, the Occa- 
ſion led me to it: And, as the Subject is 
comprehenſive and important, the Reader, 5 
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. Sorrote according to God worketh Repen- 
5 tance to Salvation not to be Repented of, 
. but the Sorrow of the World workerh Death, 
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